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LL.M.  ALUMNI GIVE BACK TO STUDENTS
Approximately 25 NY-based LL.M. alumni came to a

networking reception to kick off the new school year

and greet new LL.M. students. Then in November, 

several attended a “Bar (Exam) Night” at which they

discussed strategies for approaching—and meeting—

the challenge of the New York State Bar exam.

Panelists included Lyda Tyburec ’07, Sarahi Garcia

’07, and Yaron Lubetsky ’05. Shown here are (from

left) Olga Gromyko ’08, Katerina Kiryeva ’08, and

Elena Baier ’01.

LL.M. Alumni also lent their expertise on a job 

search panel organized by the Office of Career

Services. (From left) George Pavlenishvili ’06, DLA

Piper; Ilan Nordmann ’06, Cahill, Gordon & Reindel;

Robert Doerfler ’07, SVP Worldwide; Sharon Hermann

’06, Shearman and Sterling; and Polina Goldenberg

’07, Davidson, Davidson and Kappel, shared with 

students their secrets for landing a dream job.

David V. Koenig is an

associate at the law firm

Rivkin Radler LLP.

Rachel Posner is senior

managing director and

general counsel at

Georgeson Inc. She works

with clients to help them

obtain favorable share-

holder vote results on

proxy contests, share-

holder proposals, compen-

sation plans, and other

corporate governance

matters.

Vasundhra Prasad (LL.M.),

who works as legal 

counsel for Cisco Systems,

Cisco Globalization Center

East, in Bangalore, India,

recently presented a

white paper on “Competi-

tion Policy, Intellectual

Property Rights and Spam

Legislation” at the Indian

Ministry of Information

and Technology. She also

served as a judge at the

International Arbitration

Moot Court Competition

organized by the National

Law School of India

University, and at the

National Level Moot Court

Competition of the Indian

Law Society.

2003
Michal Feinberg (LL.M.)

was named a partner at

N. Feinberg & Co., Tel-

Aviv, Israel, a firm 

specializing in labor and

employment law, where

she has worked since

2004. Michal and her 

husband, Eyal, are the

parents of Maya, born in

2006, and are expecting 

a baby in July.

Peter B. Katzman has

recently joined Mazzeo

Song LLP, a law firm that

focuses on corporate and

securities transactions.

Shay Markus (LL.M.) is a

counsel with a NYC law

firm founded by his friend

and colleague Jose M.

Arrufat Gracia ’03, whom

he met in Cardozo’s IP

LL.M. program. Shay

played a key role in the

preparation of a bill

introduced to the 109th

Congress—HR 5055—that

seeks to amend the Copy-

right Act of 1976 to pro-

vide copyright protection

to fashion designs in the

US. Shay was married on

January 1, 2008 to Lee-

Tal Behiri.

Philippe Nordman (LL.M.)

is a senior associate with

Wenger Plattner, a law

firm in Switzerland

(www.wenger-plattner.ch).

Sebastian Weiss joined

the New York office of

Hodgson Russ LLP. He

concentrates his practice

in corporate and securi-

ties law.

2004
Dr. Marcus Danisch

(LL.M.) is an attorney in

the field of trademark law

with Weickmann &

Weickmann. The firm,

founded in 1882, has the

reputation for being the

oldest intellectual proper-

ty law firm in Germany.

David Aaron Epstein is a

foreign service officer in

the US Department of

State. His first assign-

ment will be at the US

Embassy in San Salvador,

El Salvador.

David Kochman received

the Outstanding Young

Lawyer award by the New

York State Bar Associa-

tion. He is an associate

in the New York office of

Reed Smith, concentrating

his practice on complex

commercial, corporate,

and insurance recovery

litigation matters.
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2004
Seema Lal (LL.M.) recent-

ly became a program 

attorney for Practicing

Law Institute, a non-

profit continuing legal

education organization.

Nicola Tasca (LL.M.)

passed the Italian Bar in

January and is an associ-

ate in his family’s law

firm, Tasco & Associati in

Rome. With a focus pri-

marily on real estate law,

he specializes in setting

up Italian Real Estate

Funds. He is also teach-

ing banking and finance

law at Luiss Guido Carli.

2005
Jeffrey Anbinder was

named an associate at

Meyer, Suozzi, English &

Klein in NYC, where he is

specializing in labor and

employment.

Starr J. Brown is an

associate at the Nashville,

TN office of Bass, Berry 

& Sims in the healthcare

industry practice area.

Prior to joining the firm,

she served as an associate

at Squire, Sanders &

Dempsey, LLP in Colum-

bus, OH.

Florian Bruno (LL.M.) is

a litigator at the Boston,

MA firm of Metaxas,

Norman & Pidgeon, LLP.

Erica Ellis (LL.M.) is a 

senior trial attorney at

the 9th Judicial District

Attorney’s Office in

Clovis, NM, where she

prosecutes felony and

misdemeanor victim

crimes and second chairs

high-level felonies.

Yaron Lubetzkey (LL.M.)

is a procurement officer

at the United Nations 

in NYC.

Russell Norman ’05, a

Captain in the JAG Corps,

went to Iraq early in

2008. He will serve for 

14 months as an inter-

national/operational law

attorney, working on a

number of issues involving

the Geneva Convention

and international treaties.

2006
David A. Bernstein won

the NY County Lawyers’

Association’s Public

Service Fellowship Essay

Competition. His achieve-

ment was recognized at

an awards reception in

September 2007.

Edyta Czaplicka (LL.M.)

is a staff attorney at

Proskauer Rose LLP in NYC.

Marra Guttenplan is an

associate in the New York

office of Wilson Sonsini

Goodrich & Rosati, where

her practice focuses on

corporate work.

Manuel Madera (LL.M.)

returned to the Dominican

Republic, where he joined

the litigation department

of Headrick Rizik Alvares

& Fernandez.

Flavia Mascolo (LL.M.) 

is an associate with

Herzfeld & Rubin, P.C. in

New York.

George Pavlenishili

(LL.M.) is an associate at

DLA Piper in the corporate

and finance group, which

represents a diverse array

of domestic and foreign

financial, corporate, and

government clients.

Rodrigo Oviedo (LL.M.) is

a paralegal at Campbell,

Lynch and Ortiz LLC in NJ.

Daniel Zohny (LL.M.) is

an associate at the New

York law firm of Robinson,

Brog, Leinward, Green,

Genovese and Gluck, PC.

He is specializing in

intellectual property law.

2007
Davide Bresner (LL.M.) is

a trademark consultant at

Studio Rapisardi, which

specializes in intellectual

property issues. He over-

sees the counterfeiting

department.

Hewson Chen (LL.M.) is

an associate with Powley

& Gibson, P.C., in NYC,

which represents clients

nationally and interna-

tionally in the fields of

intellectual property,

entertainment, and art-

related law.

Robert Doerfler (LL.M.)

has been intellectual

property counsel at SVP

Worldwide/The Singer

Company Ltd. since 2006.

Christopher Goetz

(LL.M.) has joined the

German law firm ARQIS as

an associate in the field

of intellectual property

and media/entertainment

law. He lives and prac-

tices in Munich.

Asli Karatas (LL.M.) re-

turned to Istanbul, Turkey

after graduation and

opened a law firm, where

she primarily practices

intellectual property law.

Hiro Kawashima (LL.M.)

is a trainee at the law

firm Oblon Spivak in Alex-

andria, VA, which special-

izes in patent procedure

and litigation.

Fran Mady (LL.M.) prac-

tices intellectual property

law as an associate at 

the NYC firm Winslett

Studnicky McCormick &

Bomser LLP.

Sabrina Martinez (LL.M.),

who is living in London,

has taken a job as in-

house counsel with

RiskMetrics Group, where

she focuses on Europe,

the Middle East and Africa

and the Asia Pacific area.

She was previously work-

ing in-house handling the

same areas for Dow Jones

International.

Bryanne Schmitt, an

associate at Covington &

Burling in San Francisco,

coauthored with a partner

at the firm an article,

“Preserving Publicity

Rights,” published in the

December 18, 2007 issue

of the San Francisco Daily

Journal.

Lyda Tyburec (LL.M.) is a

staff attorney at Manhat-

tan Legal Services, the

largest provider of civil

legal services to low-

income persons in the

United States, practicing

landlord and tenant law.

IN MEMORIAM
Kenneth Matthews ’79

Anilkumar Hoffberg ’80

Suri Friede ’82

Jonathan Siegel ’88

Jacqueline B. Gaynor ’93

Kenneth Fieldston ’94

Ronald Kalfuss ’94

Forrester Lord ’02

CLASSactions



CARDOZO ADVANCEMENT

Since its founding in 2005,
CARDOZO WOMEN has
become an important
organization in the life of
the Law School. Currently
chaired by Shoshana T.
Bookson ’82, CARDOZO
WOMEN is dedicated to
acknowledging alumnae
accomplishments, creating
a network of natural allies,
and celebrating the remark-
able strides made by the
Law School.

Shoshana, a member of
the Cardozo Board, con-
vened her first CARDOZO
WOMEN networking event
in October 2007. A panel
featured three Cardozo
alumnae who, at the time
of the event, served as gen-
eral counsels in major cor-
porations. Donna Costa ’87,

vice president and general
counsel, Mitsubishi
Chemical America; Barbara
Kolson ’82, senior vice pres-
ident and general counsel,
Seven for All Mankind; and
Lillian Laserson ’83, special
counsel, DC Comics shared
their experiences and pro-
fessional histories with

more than 100 alumnae.
Board member Bonnie

Steingart ’79, founding chair
of CARDOZO WOMEN, and
Elaine Laurence ’79
announced the establish-
ment of the CARDOZO
WOMEN Scholarship
Endowment, which seeks to
address the inexorable rise
in the annual cost of law
school—now estimated by
Dean David Rudenstine as
nearly $70,000 a year—and
support Cardozo’s commit-
ment to attract outstanding
women to the legal profes-
sion. The goal is to raise
$100,000 by June 30, 2008.

BOOK CLUB ESTABLISHED
After 25 women from 16
graduating classes enthusi-
astically responded to an 

e-mail invitation from
organizer Ilene Fish ’94, the
new CARDOZO WOMEN
book club held its first
meeting in February.
Having read Ian McEwen’s
Atonement, members
attended a discussion led by
Ilene and then developed a
reading list for future meet-
ings that includes fiction,
current events, history, and
essays. Alumnae who
would like to join the book
club are encouraged to
attend future meetings and
will be warmly welcomed.

Stay up to date with 
CARDOZO WOMEN events
and initiatives by logging on
to www.cardozo.yu.edu/
cardozowomen. 

CARDOZO WOMEN Celebrates and Acknowledges Cardozo Strides

Shoshana Bookson ’82

AELJ ALUMNI AND STAFF
MEET AT RECEPTION
In the fall, the Cardozo Arts
& Entertainment Law
Journal (AELJ) held its
annual alumni/student
reception at which current
and past staff members
meet. Dean Rudenstine and
Prof. Justin Hughes, 
director of the Intellectual
Property Program, were
among those greeting
guests. All photos read 
from left.

Kevin Fritz ’02, Jason Finkelstein ’09, Michael Garcia ’09,

Adam Shane ’09, and Daniel Glantz ’03

AELJ Editor in Chief Emily Posner ’08

and Professor Hughes

Professor Hughes, fomer AELJ executive editor Alexis Weiss-

berger ’07, and Senior Notes Editor Rachel Kurth ’08

Reginald Bullock 89, Eaton O’Neill ’09,

and Dean Rudenstine



CARDOZO ADVANCEMENT

SEMINAR ROOM NAMED FOR 
LORI-ANN SCHWARTZ BERNATH ’79
In October 2007, a new and beautiful
4th floor seminar room—407—was
dedicated to and named for Lori-Ann
Schwartz Bernath ’79, who died in
September 2006. Frances Ward, Lori’s
mother, made the gift to Cardozo that
will forever memorialize her daugh-
ter’s name and legacy.

In thanking her family, Dean
Rudenstine noted that Lori-Ann was a
member of Cardozo’s inaugural class,
a class known as pioneers in a grand
experiment and whose singular expe-
riences left them with an indelible
attachment to the Law School. “Lori-
Ann will forever be linked to an insti-
tution that helped shape her and in
turn was shaped by her,” he said.

Lori-Ann’s legacy runs deeper than
her degree and the named seminar
room, however. Dean Rudenstine
noted that Lori-Ann was part of a
growing constituency of multi-
generational Cardozo graduates. Her

daughter, Malkah (Melissa) Bernath
Fleisher, is a member of the class of
2003, as is Malkah’s husband, Yishai.

FORMER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
ESTABLISHES THE COHEN FAMILY
SCHOLARSHIP
Gail and Eric Cohen, graduates of the
class of 1983, recently established the
endowed Cohen Family Scholarship to
give assistance to qualified Cardozo
students who need financial support
to further their law school education.

In presenting their generous gift to
Cardozo, Gail and Eric said that pro-
moting education for students in need
is an endeavor of great importance to
them. They recalled, with thanks, that
Cardozo had helped Eric with finan-
cial support, and they now wanted to
give current students the kind of
opportunity that was afforded him.
They added, “We hope our gift will
serve as an example to other Cardozo
alumni who will be inspired to give
back to the Law School also.”

Gail and Eric’s gift to Cardozo rec-
ognizes one of the Law School’s great-
est needs. The annual cost of tuition
and living expenses for Cardozo stu-
dents is approaching $70,000, leaving
the majority with an average debt at 
graduation of $100,000. Scholarship
support is vital to ensure that Cardozo
is able to recruit the best students,
who can then pursue a legal education
without incurring massive debt.

PARENTS COUNCIL FOUNDED
The Cardozo Parents Council has been
established to give institutional shape
and structure to the historically spirit-
ed and strong support of parents in
the life of Cardozo. Inaugurated in the
fall, the Council will strengthen the
network of parents who are commit-
ted to the well-being and advance-
ment of Cardozo and serve as a bridge
to the Law School.

Stephen A. Cooper, parent of
Samantha Brand ’08, offered to chair
the fledgling group and has organized

Alumni and Families Support Cardozo

The Schwartz family 

with Dean Rudenstine

(counterclockwise from

left front): Hilary Bernath,

Renee Schwartz, Arlene

Flohr, Steven Schwartz,

Shira Schwartz, Martin

Schwartz, Michael

Schwartz, Sara Olatz

Schwartz, Harry Zlokower,

Joan Rosen, and Dean

Rudenstine



One of the fall semester highlights
was the Seventh Annual Parents
Brunch in November. A record-break-
ing crowd of more than 350 Cardozo
parents and students gathered in the
Greenberg Center for Student Life and
enjoyed a sumptuous brunch and the
chance to meet fellow parents. Direc-
tor of Institutional Advancement
Patricia Weiss kicked off the program
with a short video that some parents
were particularly delighted with since
it featured their sons or daughters.

Dean David Rudenstine spoke to
the capacity crowd about recent Law
School accomplishments, including
the just-then released New York State
bar passage results, which 92 percent
of Cardozo first-time test takers
passed—a record high that gave
Cardozo the third-highest pass rate in

the state, just behind NYU and
Columbia. Stephen A. Cooper, father
of Samantha Cooper Brand ’08,
announced the founding of the
Cardozo Parents Council to give shape
and structure to parent participation
in the life of the Law School.

Following the presentations, par-
ents attended mock classes taught by
Cardozo faculty. Prof. Justin Hughes
introduced parents to intellectual
property law with “Free Riders on the
Copyright Storm: Understanding
Copyright in the Digital World,” and
Prof. Peter Goodrich introduced
Contracts, a required first-year course,
with “Naked Contracts.” At the end of
the day, student-led tours allowed 
parents to see the Law School’s newly
renovated facilities.

Dean Rudenstine with 

Randy Cooper and 

Samantha Cooper-Brand ’08

Ramezanali Tabar 

and his daughter,

Roxanne Tabar ’10

a steering committee of other 
Cardozo families. In January 2008, 
the committee met to set forth a 
mission, outline the Council’s respon-
sibilities and activities, and plan an
inaugural event.

The Parents Council hopes to
organize parents for the following:
• Make an annual fund gift to support
the Law School and encourage others
to donate and/or volunteer
• Serve as ambassadors of the Law
School
• Assist in mentoring students
• Lend talent and professional expert-
ise to students, faculty, programs, 
and initiatives

Parents at the inaugural event in
April have the opportunity to meet
Dean of Admissions Dave Martinidez
and Dean of Career Services Arthur
Fama and to hear how students are
assisted by their offices.

For more information about the
Parents Council, please visit 
www.cardozo.yu.edu/parentscouncil
or contact Stephen Cooper at 
scooper@nemcobrokerage.com or
Patricia Weiss, director of institutional
advancement, at pweiss@yu.edu or
212-790-0270.

Parents Council Steering Committee 
(in formation):

Stephen A. Cooper, Chair

Randy Cooper

Steven and Evelyn Alden

Ken and Sherry Endelson

Steven and Ruth Katz

Fred and Marilyn Margolin

Irv and Dena Schechter

Ronald and Adele Tauber

Roger and Marcia Warren

Barry and Janet Wolper

Mark ’79 and Lorrie Yagerman

Parents Enjoy Brunch and a Day at Law School




