On Seprember 11, 2001, four terrorid attacks in the United States stunned cit -
zensof every mation. As peop e around the world watthed the Twin Towess col-
lapse on television, the lives o thousands werealtered forever There wee, of
couse those wholog loved onesand thase New Yorkers who lived or worked
downbwn and were directly impacted, aswell asthose who witnessed the day’s
ewentsfirsthand Theewere asoNew Yorkers who chase to go to the scene of
the crime to assist with the recoery and otherswho lent support and expertise
inthe days and weeks that followed the tragic events

“Our alumni, like many members of the legd community, have contributed
geatly since September 11," says Sewart E. Serk, H. Bert and Ruh Mack
Pofessor of Real Estate Law who was acting dean on that Tuesday. “It is a sign
of the divesity of the institution that we hawe so many people who are ableto
senethe dfferent needs that arcse ou o thistragedly,” he adcs.

Whether they wer energency medcal techniciansor police officers in thar
prior lives a simply lawyers, Cardozo dumni lined up to offer their services
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wasn't awelderl cauldn't give blood, and | coudn’t
do physical labor in the first few days,” says
Jacqueline Haberfeld '91.“1 had a skill that was
usefd and | had to offer it,” she says. So, Ms.
Haberfeld widded her lawyering skills like the pro
she is and helped families quickly obtain death certifi-
catesfor their loved onesinthe aftermath of theat tacks

Ms. Haberfeld, a ninth-year Wel, Gotshal & Manges
litigation associate, was recoering at home from emer-
gercy surgey and watching television helplessly in her
Upper West Sde apartment as the morning's events
unblded. “I wassitting in bed screaming. It was incom-
prehensibjé she remembar“lt just as easly cauld
hawe been nmy building.”

She returred to work a few days later and saw an
email plea for wlunteer lawyes Attaneys were need
edto pu together death certificatesfor peope who lost
a family member who<e body had not been recoered.
Wit hout a body, the process usually talesthree years. In
this situation, where most bod es would never be found,
thousands of families needed a death certificate for
quick access to their loved ore's insurance bank ac-
countsand aher property.

She responded immedately. On September 26, Ms.

Haberfeld arrived & Pier 94where 8) lawy erswerew ait
ing to assist familiesFa three days, sheworkedday and
night feverishly interviewing themary hundreds o peo
pe arriving at Pieg 94 to fill ou the necessary docu
mentsAccoring to Ms. Haberfeld, lawyers issued 900
death certificates inthat time alone.

Ms. Haberfeld quickly became a seniar expert onthe
joh She traned new volunteexrnot onlyin how to prop
ely compete the paperwark, but aso in how to speak
withthe bereaed.

Ms. Haberfeld credits the mediation traning she
received at Cardo ascritical, especially when meeting
with families of the deceased She describes the experi
ence as heart wrenching and requiring a lot of dipoma
¢y, sensitivity, and an acute abilityto listen Thesewere
the very ills that Ms. Haberfeld says she learnedinthe
mediation clinic for minor criminal casesand asa litiga
tor on the job.

After returning to Weil, Gotshal & Manges Ms. Haber-
fdd went back to Pier 94 at night, even bringing her
boyfriend to vdunteer <o they would be ab eto se each
other‘l wasin crisisoverdrive,” she says. “l put every
thing else out of my mind. T he families neededus there
and needed usto be strong.”
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oseph A. Inzerillo 'Ol, a firstyear at

CadvaladerWickersham & Taft, also went

into crisis overdrive on September 11. This

ex-New York City police dficer was begn-

ning his second day a his first job out of law
<hod when he heard screaming in the firm's down-
staiis atrium.

Mr. Inzerillo’sfirs reaction was to use theexperience
he had gained on the police force Cadwaladet ocated
only a few blocks from the World Trade Center, became
a refuge amidst the dust and delristhat had turned day
inb night when the Towers crumbed. Mr. Inzerillo
spent the better part of the morning shutling back and
forth between the firmis headquarters a 100 Maiden
Lane and itsbulding at 125 Maiden Lane. He camed
peoplereducing their fears and jug generally tried to
keep order

‘I dorit remember most of it. | was just working on
autpilot,” explains Mr. Inzerillo. “As a cop, you are
taught how to kesp your cool while others around you
ae panicking. So, that'swhat | did”

Although he had sen hs share o tragedies as a
police officer and was actualy on the 23rd floor of the
World Financid Center during the 1993 World Trade
Center bombings this experience geatly afested him
and made him want to donore A few days later he got
Cadwdacer to “adopt” Ladder 11, Engne 28 Firehouse
which lost six firefightes on Sptember 11. The firm
offeredtheir families freelegal servicesandinvited their
childien to Cadwalades childrens holiday party. Mr.
Inzerillo met with families to assesstheir | ggal needsand
help themreview benefitsfor which theyare eligible. He
also assisted them with issues such as probate and taes
In addition, he did hours of reseah compiling informa
tion that became part of a handbook o public and pri-
vate assistance resoues for the victims and families of
the World Trade Center attack.
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hile Mr. Inzerillo was abe to reurn to his
ome in Queers in the late afterncon on
September 11, his former classmate,
Sash F Warren '0l, couldn't return
home for weeks after the atacks
Ms. Waren moved to Battery Park City in August of
last year @ be closeat her job as a litigation associate
at Fried Frark Harris Shriver & Jacabson & Orne New
York Plaza. That bright and warm Tuesday morning,
Ms. Waren was in her pgamas editing an article for
Cardoa Arts and Entertainment Law Journal. Around 8:45
a.m. she heard a noise that she says sounded like an all
bage crashing. Soon after, from her 23rd floor apart-
ment, which overlooks the water Ms Warren saw the
secord plane stream right past her window. Her entire
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building shook.

From her ba cony shecould see one of the Towerson
fire and coud almog feel the flames. Panic stricken, she
quickly packed a snall bag and headed to a nearby park-
ing garage where her friends car was parked On her
way to the car, she saw the unimaginable—peop e jump-
ing from the buldngs © escape the flames. As Ms.
Waren and her friencs prepaed to drive out of New
York, the first Tower collapsed.

Ms. Warrenwas na allowed back into her apartment
for three-and-a-half weeksexcept to rescue her cat “|
coud not sleepor eat for weeks says Ms. Warien, who
was haunted nonstop by what she had seen priar to her
escape

When she receied a memo that was sert to all Fried
Franklawyersasking for volunteesto hel p familieswith
estte maters, Ms Warren had reserations about re-
sponding. “I ddn't know if | could handle itemationally
after what | had gone through” she says But after at-
tending a training session, Ms Warren became one of
thefirst associatesto “adopt” a family—amather of three
who had lost her husband

Ms. Warren soon became this widow'sright-hand per-
son, heping to obtain adeath certificat € estalish trust
funds settie life imsurance policies roll over accounts

and reseah and apply far charitable funds And her
reserations quickly meted away as her own ordeal
transbrmed her into an effective counsel to the family.

“Seeing peaple with more dire circumstncesthan my
own pusthings into perspectig,” she says. “When the
work requied me to be composed and strong far some
oneelse, | realied | codd do it | learned that | was
stonger than| thought | was.”

In notime, Ms. Waren became the in-house expert at
Fried Frank, asdsting aher associates with questions
about charitable fundsandbasc trust and estate matters.
“Our god here was to alleviate the families burdens o
they can spend their time grieving and healing,” she
plains

ondad Scherer '3 and his pregnant wife

a so found themselves homdess inthe &after-

th o the Warld Trade Center disaster.

rced ou of their home in Batey Park

City, the Sherers repeatedly called city offi-

cids and politicians to find out what was happening to

their home and when they could safely mowve back in.

But the answers were not farthcoming; their cdls were
rary returned.

Mr. Schererwho isthe CEO of Crossbatker Sdutions a
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softwae compary he cofounded with his mother and sis-
ter Sephanie Scherer '94, was not used to being ignored.
So one night, he posted a message on a Battery Park City
Inter net chat board asking if anyone would be interest
ed in forming a residents association. Within minutes
hundeds of people regponded with great interest.

Mr. Sherer formed the Battery Park City Residents’
Association and becameitsfirst presidert. The Associa-
tion’s meetings attracted not only hundreds of angry res
idents but the media as well. Soon his phone calls wee
being returned and the pditicians and government offi-
cials paid attertion. Progess included a shuttle bus s/s-
tem, negdiatiors for lease-brealers, and streamlined
identification of residents

hile Andew D. L&tt '01 was not invol-
ntarily caught wp inthe day'seventshe
chos=e to put himself right into the middle
of the fray. This former emergency med
ical technician hitched rides onanambu-
lance and a fire truck to go from the Queens Supreme
Court, where he was practicing that morning, to
Manhatn.

Thisbrand new plaintiffs associate at David Horowitz
PC. in Manhattan headed to New York Presbyterian
Hospitl, where he once worked as an EMT. He grabbed
some gear, a partrer, and an ambulance and headed
downbwn. Forced to get off at Vesey Street, he wallked
the rest of the way urtil he came upon an abandoned
ambulance with shattered windows |ts crew members,
he later learned, had died. The ambularce started, so he
drowe further sauth, arriving within one block of the
World Trade Center. There Mr. Leftt and his partner
picked up peoplerandomly—femen, a father with a
baby, and others who suffered mostly miror eye in-
juries cuts, and kruises After driving them to a make-
shift hospital a City Hal, Mr. Leftt was na permitted
back to Ground Zero.

He returned to the hospital and spent the rest of the
day waiting in vain for rescued vicimsto arrive. The
net morning, he went to work a his law firm, andre-
turred to Ground Zero every night that week. Mr. Leftt
helped volunteex dig through the rubble in search of
survivors and treated the injuries of those working at
the site.

Mr. Leftt admits that it’s been dfficult since Septem:-
ber 11. Those lostincdude four EMTs from his station and
othes that he knew. He has attended many furerals

‘It has made me and everyore | know feel less
immortl than we once did,” says Mr. L&tt. “If | did nat
start as a lawyer and was still with EMS, | might have
been dead

Bu this has notlessered hisresohe tohdp. “I went
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