
D a v i dR u d e n s t i n e
An Interview with

C a rdozo Dean

David Ru d e n s t i n e, Dr. Herman George and Kate Ka i s e r
P rofessor of  Constitutional Law, has been at Card o zo since
1979. He was appointed dean in No vember 2001, just a few
weeks after the Law School kicked off its 25th annive rs a r y
year and terrorists made a deva s tating attack on our coun-
try. With these episodes in mind, C a rd o zo Life e d i tor Susan
Davis sat down with Card o zo ’s fi fth dean to learn what’s on
his agenda and where he sees his greatest challenges.
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SUSAN DAV I S : After Sep-
tember 11, you said that
being dean of Card o zo
seemed an even more
compell ing challenge
than befo re. Do you
think the role of law
schools in our country
has changed or become
m o re re l e vant since
9 / 11 ?
D AV ID  RUDENST I NE: S e p-
tember 11 did help make
m o re evident the signif-
icant roles that law
schools and lawyers play.
They are both essential
in influencing the social,
political, and ethical fa b-
ric of our country.

We Americans have always ta ken our l iberties ve r y
seriously, but we often fo rget that lawyers are central in
shaping order and l ibert y in a very  complicated society
l i ke ours. They have played that role since the re p u b l i c
was founded in 1789. Although I  heard many students
say that their studies seemed insignificant or irre l e va n t
during the days immediately after the World Trade Cen-
ter disaster, I  think the better view is that becoming a
lawyer is important and wil l  serve the individual and the
society  we l l .

D AV I S : Do you think that the Law School has been re-
s p o n s i ve to the needs of students in unders tanding that
balance between security and fre e d o m ?
R U D E N S T I N E :Trying to unders tand that  tension is some-
thing that law schools address al l  the time. So much of
what we do every day is directly  related to how we as a
society org a n i ze ours e l ve s, how we harness dynamic
and complicated fo rces so as to pre s e r ve freedom and
liberty. Legal education plays a very special role in

defining and sustaining a general culture that vigoro u s-
ly  t ries to mesh our concerns for security and l iberty .

D AV I S : Upon being appointed dean, you said you we re
touched and inspired by the many congra t u l a tory notes
you re c e i ve d .
R U D E N S T I N E : It was particularly satisfying to get notes
f rom folks with whom I have not had any contact fo r
quite a while. I re c e i ved a very large number of letters
and emails from our gra d u a t e s, some of  whom to o k
classes with me. Many recalled particular moments or
e p i s o d e s, and it was gratifying to hear that  my appoint-
ment as dean had special meaning to them. Thro u g h
m e, they felt a fresh connect ion to the Law School and
their days at Card o zo .

D AV I S : How did it feel going from a professor to being
d e a n ?
R U D E N S T I N E :The transition feels natural and comfo r ta b l e.
I have hopes and ambitions for the institution, and it’s
particularly exciting to be in a position where I can
re a l i ze them.

D AV I S : A re there many challenges that you want to ta c k l e ?
R U D E N S T I N E :Of cours e, many! The faculty is l ike a dy-
namic engine that’s been pushing the School for a long
t i m e. I  certainly want to help them feel as if  their ener-
gies and ambitions are supported and affirmed. I also
want to be re s p o n s i ve to the hopes and dreams of  our
student body—to address the issues they have now
re g a rding their daily lives at school and those they wil l
face after they gra d u a t e.

It is essential also that Card o zo be an important to u c h-
s tone in the l ives of  it s alumni—a place of personal sig-
nificance where they continue to have meaningful ex p e-
r i e n c e s. We need to celebrate our graduates more. They
a re individuals of exceptional achievement  in dive rs e
and wonderful endeavo rs. Their care e rs are a source of
pride for us, and we should trumpet their re m a r ka b l e,
c o l l e c t i ve successes and contributions.
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D AV I S : Do you have a plan for Card o zo to be more
i n vo l ved in the community?
R U D E N S T I N E :I  am eager to position Card o zo as a place
w h e re important ideas related to law and public affa i rs
a re generated, discussed, and evaluated. For exa m p l e, I
would l ike Card o zo to use its re s o u rces and facili ties to
sponsor and fa c i l i tate debates on contemporary social
issues so that the public can better unders tand contem-
p o rary contro ve rsies: What is actually at  sta ke? What are
the value choices and re a l - world remedies? This semes-
ter we held panels on Enron, the Yahoo! case, and to r-
t u re as a method to find terrorists—all to explicate cur-
rent issues that are re l e vant to the law and our eve r y d a y
l i ve s.

D AVIS:  What qualities do you think make Card o zo ’s char-
acter unique?
R U D E N S T I N E :Uniqueness is a tough sta n d a rd. Howe ve r,
we do things here that give us distinct stripes. First, we
try to help our students become truly  fine lawyers. We
do that by providing them with ex p o s u re to legal doc-
t r i n e, lawyering skills, and legal theory. We are unusual
in that way. Especial ly so in that  we have many pro f e s-
s o rs who are committed to legal theory in a way that is
i n t e n s e, high level, and excit ing, and they bring this pas-
sion into the classroom. Our cl inical pro g rams and
lawyering opportunities are particularly strong as we l l .

So, on one day our students are getting hands-on
lawyering experience—how to interview, marshal evi-
dence to build a case, how to negotiate or mediate a dis-
p u t e, how to stand befo re a judge who is gri l ling you in
a very challenging way. On the next  day, they wil l be dis-
cussing legal philosophy and jurisprudence with an ex-
pert in that subject. We combine these aspects of the law
in a dramatic and important way. This doesn’t make us
u n i q u e, but does make us special.

For a long time most people thought that the law wa s
u n related to and sove reign and independent from disci-
plines l ike philosophy, history, economics, sociology.
Then, at the turn of the century, there was far more
openness to the idea that law was closely and intimately
i n t e r related to other disciplines. At Card o zo we ta ke that

lesson seriously . We try  not only to have it reflected in
the re s e a rch and writing of the faculty, but also to addre s s
it in particular cours e s. Our faculty is known nationally
for taking significant and re l e vant ideas from other dis-
ciplines and incorporating them into legal studies. This
enriches the scholarship and writing of our pro f e s s o rs
and makes the courses they teach that much richer.

D AV I S : And what about the opportunities here for hands-
on legal tra i n i n g ?
R U D E N S T I N E :I  think we need an integrated and compre-
h e n s i ve approach to lawyering opportunities. We have a
wonderful Intensive Trial Ad vocacy Pro g ram and terrif ic
c l i n i c s. But some students don’t want to do a cl inic. I
would l ike al l our students to gain some ex p o s u re to
m o re aspects of lawyering so they are adequately pre-
p a red for the demands of the pro f e s s i o n .

D AV I S : In recent years the effects of globalization and a
m o re international world community has had an impact
on Law School curriculum, pro g ra m s, and discussions.
Do you see that increasing since 9/11 ?
R U D E N S T I N E : Absolutely. This spring, for exa m p l e, the
F l o e rsheimer Center is sponsoring a conference with a
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p o s t - 9 / 11 theme related to to l e ra n c e, fundamenta l i s m ,
security, and l iberty. For next year, we are talk ing about
holding a conference on the important and contro ve rs i a l
idea of unive rsal jurisdict ion and a world court. Some
p ro f e s s o rs have altered their regular courses in light of
9 / 11, and this spring we are offering a special course on
Civil Liberties and National Security.

D AV I S : One of the chief roles of a dean, and one of the
m o re time-consuming challenges, is to raise funds. What
specific needs at the School have you prioritized fo r
f u n d i n g ?
R U D E N S T I N E :No institution of higher learning is worth its
salt  if  it  seeks to fund its entire educational pro g ram sole-
ly on the back of tuition. I t just cannot be done. The ex-
pense of a meaningful and exciting education outstrips
tuit ion charges here and at the leading law schools of
A m e r i c a .

An important challenge is to enhance our endow-
ment and annual fund. This effort  will  have to fal l  upon
the shoulders of our gra d u a t e s, board of dire c to rs, par-
e n t s, and friends in the broader community.

We are in the midst of a capital project for which we
need addit ional support as well. The re n o vation of our
lobby and l ibrary is ex p e n s i ve. There is a whole va r i e t y
of new pro g rammatic and faculty initiatives that we
need to develop and enhance. Our nationally ra n ke d
Intellectual Property Law and Alternative Dispute Re s o-
lution pro g rams have managed to achieve their accom-
plishments on a shoestring. One can only  imagine what
the pro f e s s o rs who direct these efforts could do if their
p ro g rams we re endowed and more money was ava i l a b l e
to them.

D AV I S : And what about more monies for scholars h i p s ?
R U D E N S T I N E :We especial ly need additional funds to help
students who have a commitment to public service to
re a l i ze their professional goals and ambitions.

At the moment, the cost of a legal education at Car-
d o zo is over $45,000 a year once you add tuition, books,

housing, food, and miscellaneous ex p e n s e s. Many of our
s t u d e n t s, and it is true also for law students around the
country, are graduating with enormous educational
d e b t s. A student  may want to do public service wo r k
with the federal, sta t e, or city government or at a non-
g o ve r n m e n tal org a n i zation or a classic not-fo r - p ro f i t ,
h o we ve r, salaries in these jobs are not going to allow
them to pay the rent, put food on the ta b l e, and dis-
c h a rge their loans.

These days there is a lot of pre s s u re on law schools to
find a way to give grants to students so they can com-
plete their legal studies with less loan obligation. Law
schools are also under increased pre s s u re to develop a
loan fo rg i veness pro g ram so that  students wil l  have their
indebtedness decrease by a certain perc e n tage for each
year that they engage in public service work. In addi-
tion, we need to support summer jobs in the public sec-
tor so that our students can make important conta c t s
and gain critical ex p e r i e n c e.

This ex p e n s i ve agenda is very important. Everyone in
America benefit s from having qualified, able, and ethical
students pursue public service.

D AV I S : We are celebrating our 25th annive rsary and now
boast more than 7,000 gra d u a t e s. What message do you
want to share with these men and wo m e n ?
R U D E N S T I N E : C a rd o zo ’s achievements are re m a r ka b l e.
Fe w, if  any, would have imagined that so much could
h a ve been accomplished so quickly. Our history is the
consequence of many influences including our gra d u-
ates’ tenacious ambitions, their commitment to the high-
est va l u e s. I  hope for and expect great and exciting things
of Card o zo. I  am fully confident that the future wil l be as
re wa rding and engaging as the past.

We now need to remain true to our deepest va l u e s
and sustain a spiri t of  generosity and ethics. These qual-
ities stir our students, gra d u a t e s, and friends. Their pre s-
ence wil l continually enrich and re f resh us. They wil l
help to make Card o zo stronger and more vibrant than it
is today.                                                                             ■
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to be in a position where I can realize them.


