An |Interview with
Cadozo Dec

DavidRud

David RudenstineDr. Herman George and Kete Kaist
Professor d Constitutional Law, hasbeen at Cardozo sine
1979. He was gppointed dean in November 2001, just a fey
weeks &ter the Law Schod kicked off its 25th anniversal
yeax and terrorigs madea devasating attack on our: coun
try. With theseepisodesin mind, Cadoo Life editor Susal
Davis sat down withCardoa'sfifth dean to learn whets on
hisagendaand where hesees his greatest challenges.
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SUSAN DAvIs: After Sep-
tember 11, you said that
being dean of Cardoo
«emed an even mare
compelling challenge
than before. Do you
& thirk the role of law
<hodsin o country
has charnged or become
mor relewant since
o/n?

DAVID RUDENSTINE Sep
tember 11 dd help make
moke evident the signif-
icant rdes that law
schaolsandlawyer splay.
They are both essential
ininfluencing the social
political, and ethical fab
| ric d our courtry.

We Americans have always taken our liberties very
seriouwsly, but we often fomget that lawyers are centrd in
shaping order andliberty in a very complicated society
like aurs. They have played that role since the republic
was founded in 1789. Although | heard many students
say that their studes seemed insignificant or irrelevant
during the days immediately after the World Trade Cen-
ter disaster, | think the better view is tha becoming a
lawvyer isimportant and will serve theindvidual and the
scciety well.

pAvis: Do yau thirk that the Law Schod has been re-
sponsig to the needsof gudentsin understand ng that
balance between scuity and freedom?

RUDENSTINE: Trying to understand that tension is some-
thing that law schools address dl the time. So much o
what we do every day is directly related to how we as a
society organie ousehes hov we harness dynamic
and complicated forces so as to presere freedom and
liberty. Legal educaion plays a very special role in

defining and suganing a genegal culture that vigorous
ly triestomeshou concerns for security and liberty .

pAvis: Upon beng gppainted dean, you said you were
touched and inspired by the many congratulatry notes
youreceied.

RUDENSTINE: It was particularly satisfying to get notes
from folks with whom | have not had any contact for
quite a while. | receied a very large number of letters
and emails from aur graduatessome of whom took
casses with me. Many recdled particular maments or
episodesnd it was gratifyingto hear tha my appoint-
ment as dean had special meaning to them. Through
me they felt a fresh connection to thelLaw School and
their daysa Cardoo.

pAvis: How did it fed going from a professor to being
dean?

RUDENSTINE:The transition fed snatural andcanfortable
I have hopes and amhitions for the institution, and it's
particularly eciting to be in a position wherl can
realiz them

pAvis: Are there many chalenges that you want to tackle?
RUDENSTINE:Of course many! The facuty is like a dy-
namic engine thats been pushing the School for a long
time | certainly want to help tham fed as if their ener-
des and ambitions are supported and affirmed. | also
want to be responsivto the hagpes and dreamsd our
gduwlent body—to address the issues they have now
regading their daily lives at school and those they will
face after they graduate

Itisessentid alsothat Cardoz be animpartant touch
sbre in the lives o its dumni—a place of personal sig
nificance where they continue to have meaningfu expe
riencesMe need to celebrae our graduaes more. They
ae indviduds of exceptionad achievemenrt in diverse
and wonderfu endeavors Their careesare a source of
pride for us, and we should trumpet their remarkble
collectie successes and contributions.

...we often forget that lawyers
are centrd in shaping

iIn avery complicated soaety like ours.
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benefits from having qualified, able, and ethicd students
pursue public service.

pAvis: Do you have a plan for Cardoo to be more
involved in the community ?

RUDENSTINE:| am eager to position Cardozo as a place
whee important ideas rdated to law and pubic afairs
are generaed, discussd, and evauated. For examplel
wouldlike Cardoa to wse its resouces and facilities to
sporsor and faciliate debates on cortempaorary social
issues 0 that the public can better understand contem-
poary controvesies: What is actually a stake?What are
the vaue choices ard real-world remedies? Thissmes
ter we held parels on Enron, the Yahoo! case, and tor-
ture as a methad to find terrarists—dl to explicate cur-
rert issues that are relevant tothe law ard our everyday
lives

pAvis: What qualities do you think make Cardoo’s char-
acter unioque?

RUDENSTINE:Uniquenessis a tough standad Howewver,
we do things here that give us diginct stripes. Fird, we
try to help our students become truly fine lawyers. e
do that by providing them with exposue to legal doc-
trine lawyering <Kkills, and legd theory. We are unusual
in that way. Especidly so in that we have many profes
sows who are committed to legal theory in a way that is
intensghigh level, and exciting, and they kring this pas-
sion into the classroom. Our dinical programs and
lawyering opportunities are particularly strong as well.

S0, on one day our students are getting hands-on
lawyering expeience—how to inteview, marshal evi-
denceto build a case, how to negotiate or medaea ds
putehow to stand before a judge who is grilling you in
avery challenging way. Onthe net day, they will be dis-
cussing legal philosophy and jurisprudence with an ex-
pert in that subject. We comhinethese aspects of the law
in adramatic and important way. This doesn't make us
uniquebut does make usspexial.

For along time mos people thought that the law was
unelaed to and soverign and independent from disci-
plines like philosophy, histary, esonomics, sociology.
Then, a the turn of the century, there was far more
opennessto theideathat law wasclosely and intimately
interelaed to other disciplines. At Cardoo we tale that
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lesson seriously. We try not only to have it reflectedin

the reseath and writing of the facuty, butadsotoaddress
it in particular corsesOur faculty is known nationally

for taking significant and relevant ideas from other dis-

cipines and incorporating them into legal studies. This

enriches the scholarship and writing of our professar
and makesthe coursest hey teach that much richer.

pAvis: And w hat about the opportunitieshere for hands-
onlegd training?

RUDENSTINE:l think we need an integrated and compre
hensi¥ approach to lavyering gpportunities We have a
wonderfu Intensive Trial Advocacy Program ard terrific
clinics But some studerts don't want to do a dinic. |
woud like all aur students to gain some exposuwa to
mok aspects of lawyering <0 they are adequatdy pre-
paed for the demands of the profession.

pAvis: Inrecent years the effectsof globalization and a
moreinter national world community has had an impact
on Law School curricdum, progams and discussors.
Do yau see that increasng since 9/11?

RUDENSTINE: Absolutely. This spring, for example the
Floesheimer Center is sporsoring a conference with a
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post-9/1 theme related to tolemnce fundamentalism,
security, and liberty. For next year, weare talking about
holding a conferenceaon the impartant andcontrovessial
idea o universd jurisdction and a world cout. Some
professarhave altered their regular courses in light of
9/11, and thisspring we are dfering a specid courseon
Civil Liberties and National Security.

pAvis: One of the chig rdes of a dean, and ore of the
moe time-consuming challenges, is to raise funds. What
specific needs at the Shool have you prioritized for
funding?

RUDENSTINE:NO institution of highe learningisworth its
salt if it seeksto funditsentire educational progam sde-
ly on the back of tuition. It just cannot be done. The ex-
pense o a meaningful and exciting education outstrips
tuition charges here and & the leading law schools of
America.

An important chalenge is to enhance our endow-
ment and annual fund T hiseffort will have to fall upon
the shoulders of aur graduateshoard o direcors par-
entsand friendsinthe broade community.

We are in the midst of a capital project for which we
need additional support as well. The reno\ation of our
lobby and library is expensie Theeis a whole variety
of new progmammatic and faculty initiatives that we
nead to dewelop and enhance Our nationdly ranlked
Intellectual Property Law and Alternative Digpue Reso
[uion programs have managed © achieve their accom-
plishments on a shoestring. One can only imag ne w hat
the professarwho direct these efforts could co if their
programswek endowed and more money was available
to them.

pAvis: Andwhat aébout more monies for schdarships?
RUDENSTINE:We especidly need additional funds © help
students who have a commitment to public service to
realie their professional godsand ambitions

At the moment, the cog of a legd education at Car-
doais over $45000 ayear once you add tuition, books,
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housing, foad, and miscellaneo us expensedviany of aur
studentsd it is true also for law gudents around the
country, are graduating with enormous educatioral
debtsA studert may want to do public service work
with the federal, state or city government or at a non-
goernmemt organiation or a classic na-for-pofit,
however, salaries in these jobs are na gang to allow
them to pay the rent, pu food on the table and dis
chagetheir loans

These daysthereisa lot of presswronlaw schools to
find a way to give grants to students so they can com
pete their legal studes with less loan dbligation. Law
shods are also under increased pressuwa to develop a
loan forgiveness program so that studentswill have their
indebtedness decrease by a certan percenage for each
year that they egage in public service work. In addi-
tion, we reed to support summer jobs in the public sec-
tor so that our students can make important contacts
and gain critical experience

Thisexpensie agendaisvery important. Everyonein
America benefitsfrom having qualified, able, andethical
dudents pursue public service.

pAvis: We are celebraing our 25th annivesary and now
boast morethan 7,000 graduatesVhat message do you
want to share with these men andwomen?
RUDENSTINE: Cadod’'s achievements are remarhkble
Few if any, would haveimagined that so much could
hawe been accomplished so quickly. Our history isthe
consequence of many influences including our gradu
aes tenmacious ambitions, their commitment to the high-
est valued hope for and expect greatand exciting things
of Cardoo. | am fully confident t hat the future will e as
rewarding and engaging as the past.

We nov reed to remain true to our deepest values
and sustain a spirit of genercsity and ethics. T hese qual-
itiesstir aur students, graduateandfriends T heir pres
ence will continually enrich and refresh us They will
help to make Cardo stronger and more vibrant than it
is tochy. .

for theinstitution, and it's particularly exating
to bein a postion where | can redize them.
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