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Many of Cardozo's graduates are making a significart impact on
sodety asinte preters of the law. Considering that Cardozois such
a young school, there are a remarkable number of alumni sitting
as judges in Housing Court, the Civil Court, Family and County
Court, the Appellate Divison of state Supreme Court, and federd
Immigration Court.

They are appointed or elected and come to these positions with
solid legd training, superior research and writing ability, and with
a'judidal tempaament’ and “people skills.” Among the judges from
Cardozo there are those who encourage litigants to sdtle disputes in
ways that provide a measure of justice to both sides and those who
ad as gatekegpers for busy courts, deermining which issues shoud
go to the jury. Some decide whether fordgn nationals should be
dlowed to ente the United States or forced to leave the country.
Others shield children from neglect and abuse and work to ensure
that ddendants recavethe processthat istheir due All feel they have
the jobs of thdr lives.

Jf Sorey ‘01

IN A MANHATTAN EXHIBIT SHOWCAS NG WOMEN LAWYERS, THERE IS A
photo of Immigration Judge Annette Elstein swearing in her daughter
Sandra J. Feuerstein'79 asajuwstice of the state Supreme Court. They are
thought to be the first mother-daughter judcial team in the nation.

The fact that women coud become attor neys never seemed unusual
to Feuerstein. After all, her mother workedat Legd Aid for more than 30
years before becoming an immigration judge. However, Feuergein never
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gave much thought tobecoming alawyer when she was
growing up. Afte graduating from college she married,
moved to Long Island, and taught schod for Sx years.
She stayed home while her children were young.

When their two sors were five and six years old,
Feuergtein’ s husband, who alsois an atorney, asked her
what she planned to do when the children started
<hod. He showed her an advertisement for a new law

school Yeshiva Univer sty wasstarting. Feuerstein joined
Cardozo's first graduating class and now is its highest-
ranking judicial alumna.

Feuerstein loved law school from the moment she
garted, dthough some adjustm ents were necessary. She
recalls sitting at the kitchen tabe for seven hours read-
ing and rereading her first Property assignmert. She
eventually unlocked the legal code, how ever, graduating
with honars And she was inspired by professors like
Madvina Halberstam, “a most brilliant person,” from
whom she took Crimina Procedure and several other
courses Feuerstein hersdf is the coauthor of a tregtise
on New York criminal practice

The hardest part o going tolaw schod was the guilt
she felt abou spending so much time away from her
family. I nretrospect, “it was probably awonderful thing
| didfor them,” she says “It gave them an underganding
of how hard you have to work to achieve your goals.”

Feuerstein, who aways knew shewanted togo ino
government, was hired as alaw clek for the justicesin
Nassau County Supreme Cout and then as a matrimo-
nid referee, and then asalaw cerkto the adminigrative

judge Meanwhile, she had become politically active in
her community. She was elected to the District Cout as
a Republican and seved from 1987 to 1993. She was
dected a stae Supreme Court Justice in 1993 and
appointed to the Appellate Divison in the Second
Department in 1999, the first woman fromthe 10th judi-
cd district

As a District Court judge, Feuerstein was close to liti-
™m gants, giving her ‘this tremen
. Cbus feeling’ that she was accom:
. plishing something on a oneto-
| one basis
She liked the gve-and-take of
& tridsin the Supreme Court—she
had loved Evidence in law
schod—and was gratified that
jurorstook their role so seriowsly.
Even though she hasmovedup to
the Appellate Division, she would
like to predde over a trial from
timetotime

‘After a while, | fear that you
lose your perspective about what
it's like to be a trid judge and a
practicing attorney,” she says. ‘I
don't want that to happen.”

The Appellate Division court-
house is located in Brooklyn.
Feuergein and her colleagues—
includng the justice she worked for asa law clerk—
review lower court decidons in al kinds of cases that
originate in a geogaphic region gretching from the
Hudson Valley to Long Island The court has a heavy
caseload, and justices must comb through precedents
and written records.

“We are reading day and night, seven days a week,”
Feuerdein says. “Thank goodness for the computer.” It
dlows her to do legal research a home.

Feuersteinis sometimesfrustrated by lawyerswhodo
mot argue their cases in person She advises attorneys
who do appear not to waste time with opening state
ments “Were a hot bench,” Feuerstein says. “Were not a
jury. We know your case pretty, pretty wel.”

Sheiscorcenad tha the reputation of the courts in
general has suffered from attorneyswho are na polite to
their adversaries. Al=p, their dignity has been compro
mised by the inaccurate portrayal of judges on televi-
son. Feuerstein is gopalled that the judges o daytime
te evision shows pend somuchof ther time “screaming
a everybody.” She says that young people shoud be
taught that the law “can be used butalso can be abused.”

CARDOZO LIFE
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CIVIL COURT JUDGE MARTIN SHULMA N’81 SAYSHE ISIN
“the service busness”

The judge's cugomers the litigants who appear
before him, want ad spostion of their cases. He tries to
maximize what he can do for each one. Litigants may
not be totally happy—after all, the cugsomers are not
dways right in this arena—but they do receve due
process and the gpportunity to be heard on something
that mattersa great deal to them

In short, “youre performing justice,” Shuman says.

Frequently, the court’s serviceis to broker acompro-
mise that avads needlessexpense and gves the parties
a peceof what they want.

Some judges ae knowvn as schdas. Others are
regarded as excellent trial managers. In fact, a good
judge has to do many things well, and Shuman says his
performance demonstraes the needed verstili-
ty. However, working with litigants is his srong
suit. “I'm told that | am very good a settling
cases” he says

Shulman, who is d< a gaduae of Yeshiva
College says that his decision to become a
lawyer was a natural progresson from the
Talmudic education he received. His persond
and academic life “congantly involved an appli-
cation o law.” His rdigion makes im sensitive
to moral issues, although it does not water down
his obligation to be impartid.

At Cardozo, he received “a very good legal
education” from professorswho macde dry cous-
es very exciting and “forced you to think.” After
graduation, he honed his skills as an advocate,
first working in the public sector and then for a
private firm Heworked hard for his clients bu
sometimes faund himself telling cdleagues, ‘I
think were wrong.” He eventually decided that
his pe=onality was more suited to disposing of
cases than for advocacy.

Shulman, who has four daughters and is
active in community affairs, also grew tired of
the unpredictable and lengthy hous o private
practice “I had no life,” he says. The judgestill
works fromaround 8am. to7 p.m., but now the
stresscomes from making the right decision.

In 1994, Shulman, aDemcaocréat, waselected to
a 10-year term in the New York City Civil Court.
He was appointed an acting New York Sate
Supreme Court Justice in 199 and supervising
judge o the 13-judge Manhattan Civil Court early
this year. He dd ot regard his selection as a
judge as the pinmacle o his career, but as an
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extension of hispreviouscareer.

Shuman says that judges must have a good tempera
ment, the aklity to listen carefully, and good peope
skills As he bld the New York Law Journal, “I likeattor-
reys who are not ‘form over sustance ariented and are
open-minded and pragmatic albout resolving disputes |
didike attorneys who are arrogant and ill-humored.”

In brokering a settlement, Shulman familiarizes him
<lf with the issues of the case before him and tries to
focusquickly on what the parties are seeking. As a go-
between, he follows a few simple rules: Never recom-
mend a paticdar dspostion, never betray a corfi-
dence and rever force aside to bid against themselves.

“Its a dance. Sometimes a dance works quickly.
Sometimes ittakesa litle longer ... When it'ssettied, its
revardng,” he says.

Martin Shulman '81
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IMMIGRATION JUDGE NOEL ANNE FERRIS'80 WON'T EVER
forge the man from Albania who recently appeared in
her small courtroomto seek asylumin theU nited Sates.

He was abou the sameage as the judge, 50, but he
looked like he was in his late 70s. However, his deterio-
rating physicd condition was not caused by political per-
ecution. I ngead, it stemmed fromworking for decades
asacod miner ina poor country.

That did nat mee any of the narrow grounds Con-
gress has approved for political as/lum. Humanitarian
concerrs are not enough to admit all foreign nationals
who seek refuge in the United Sates ‘I cauld nat find a
way of grantingthat case” Ferris said of the Albanian.

Ferris has worked as ajudge in Manhattan's | mmig a-
tion Court for seven years The cout is pat of the
United States Jugtice Department, but it is independent
o the Immigration and Naturdization
Savice Ferris and her colleagues interpret
a body of law that is “one step worse” than
the infamoudy compex Intermal Revenue
Code Two aher Cadozo gaduates al<o
wak asimmigraion judges in Manhattan:
Sarah Burr '80 and Matthew Adrian '87.

“This is areal caurt,” says Ferris, who
wears a black robe when she is sitting
Judges are presiding “almost all the time,”
sothere is little time for research or reflec
tion. They ask gquestions and are expected
to make oral rulings. However, there is no
clerk and nostenographer. The proceedings
are recorded on atape recorder gperatedby
thejudge

At the hearings, “everybody has a differ-
ent stary to tell.” Thisvariety helps keepthe
wark “fresh and interesting;” Ferris expects
to spend the rest of her career on the court.
The stories also have given her a unigue
perspective on current international efairs.
The testimony has convinced her that “it is
shocking and imnoral” to ignore human
rights abuses around the world. “We have a
responsibility to prevent peoge from mur-
dering each other.”

Ferris was one o many dudents at
Cardozo seeking a second career. She had
worked as an assistant to the fashion drec-
tor of B. Altman far four years after gradu-
ating from cdlege. She errdled in law
<hod because she wanted to work as the
adminigrator o a charity and wastired of
being askedhow fast shetyped At first, she

was a little scared, butwas stimulated and challenged by
‘an incredible faculty” of professors like Telford Taylor,
Stenart Serk, and Peer Lushing Within two weeks,
Ferris discovered that she loved litigation.

The Law School did notteach I mmigration Law when
Ferris was a student. She took up thefield later because
she wanted to work for the United States Attorney’s
Office and thats where the opening was After leaving
the office, she practiced immigration law a a private
firm before being appoirnted an immigration judge.

Last year, a California newspaper rated Ferris the
e ghth taughest of mare than 200 inmigationjudges in
granting asy lum requedsts. Ferris says that such conpar-
isons ignore differences among immigraion courts. The
Manhattan branch is the budest in the mation, draws
petitioners from an unusually large numbe of coun-

Noel Anne Ferris’80




DianneT Renwick '86

tries and has alarge asylum caseoad. It callson
interpreters who speak more than 60 |languages.
Inagivenweek, Ferrismay hear casesfromnine
a more countries. Chinese and Albanians are
the most comnmon petitioners, but on a single
dayrecently, Ferris heard casesinvdving nation-
als of both Outer and I nner Mongdia.

Attempts at fraud are conmon, and Ferris
workshard to detect it. “I take my oath of dffice
very seriously,” she says However, she cannot
blame people who havehad “awful lives’ and try
to get into the United States “There€ s nathing so
wonderful as being able to tell people they can
gay here for the rest of ther lives, especially
when terrible things have happened to them in
their home countries”

WAITING FOR HER CASESTO BE CALLEDA SA FED-
erd defender, Dianne T. Rerwick '86 used O pass
the time pondering “ what the judge shouddao' in
response to the various legal issues before the
court. “Not only was| analy zing thejudges deci-
sons but | was enjoying the process,” she says.
When she got the opportunity, Renwick was
delighted to make the judicial calls for red.

Renwick, born and raised in the Bronx, says
she enrolled in law school because “ | was always
interested in fairness in civil rights and human
rights and lav seemed like the perfect avenue
through which to pursue these ineregs” Se
was impressed by what Cardozo had achievedin
a short period of time and by the faculty, but says, ‘I
don't think | appreciated the Socratic method as much
thenas | do now.”

She participaed inthe lav schod’s Criminal Appeals
Clinic and the Criminal Law Clinic, experiences that she
found rewarding, if alittle intimidating at times. “ en-
joyed exploring what the work of alawyer entailed,” she
says However, becoming a judge was not in the fore-
front of her mind. * Therewas too much | fét | needed
toaccomplish At that time, becoming a good lawyer was
my primary goal.”

After law schod, Renwick workedin theBrorx office
of the Legal Aid Society for two and a hdf years She
then gpent eight years in Brooklyn as a tria attorney in
the Sciety's Federal Defender Division, representing
clients charged with drug importation and other major
federal offenses in the United States District Caurt for
the Eagern District. “I loved the work. It waschalleng-
ing and gimulaing,” she says, addng that “even now |
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PMetimes miss the excitement of trying cases. How-
ever, | do na miss thelong hours during trials or the
time away from my family.”

In March 1997, shewas appointed a Housing Court
judge Less than a year later, she waselected to the Civil
Court. She would like to someday move on and become
a justice of the Sate Supreme Court, but says, “Being a
judge is a constant learning experience and I'm still
learning.”

Renwick, who is 40, was the youngest African-
American woman elected to the Civil Cout in Bronx
Courty. Civil Court judges handle a broad range of
issues that she finds very interesting. “You have an
gpportunity to really see the community and assist peo-
ple” she says. A Bronx crimina court judgeshi p was not
an option because Renwick is married to Robert
Jhnson, the Bronx Courty District Attorney. Although
de coud have sa in another borough, she preferred to
remain close to her two young children.
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Armong the most importart qualities for a judge is
“patience” Renwick says. The Civil Court sometimes is
cdledthe " People sCout” because litigants use its Small
Clains Court to press their claimswithout the assistance
of counsel. Thisis gratifying to Renwick, who findsthat
“people want someone to listen to their case” She con-
tinues, “Not surprisingy, they fed good when the judge
and court persomd treat them with respect.”

THE REACTION OF MERYL BERKOWITZ TO THE QUES
tion was what you might expect from a \eteran trial
atorrey. “l screamed ou ‘objection’” says Berkowitz '8L.

Bu Berkowitz was notacting asone o thelawyersin
the case. She was the judge.

“I guess the dbjectionissustained’ one of the lawyers
noted wryly.

BerkowitzZs momentary dsorientation was under-
gandable. In 1999, she was one of the first Demaocratic
canddates in 60 years to be elected a county judge in
Nassau County, a Republican stronghdd until the col-
lapse of the county’s finances. (David Gross '87 was
elected a District Court judge inthe same election. Dana
Mitchell Jaffe '86, also a Nassau County District Caurt
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judge waselected in 1996.)

When the Democrats approached her torun, thefirst
reaction of the previously nonpolitical Berkowitz was
“Why shauld| dothat? 1 caritwin.” She was more than
aurprised by her victory. “I was shocked.”

Berkowitz grew up on the South Share o Long I sland,
ony faur miles from where she now lives. At Cardozo,
shesignedup for what was then the recertly established
Crimind Law Clinic, an experience that helped get her
ajob at Nassau County Legal Aid, where sheworked for
16 years risng to a supervisor's position. With three
young daughtersat home, she eventudly left the agency
and was in private practice when sheranfor judge.

Many judges come from a backgroundas prosecutors,
bu Berkowitz said that defense attorneys aso make
good judges For onething, after years of dealing with
defendants “l know all the stories” More important, asa
defense attorney, “you try very hard tobe fair,” she says.

Ironicdly, dven her professional background, Berk-
owitz intially was na assigned to hear criminal cases.
With crime rates falling recently, thereisagreaer need
for judgesinthe civil arena. Berkowitz found herself pre-
sding over accident and dvorce cases asan acting Sate
Supreme Court justice. Her cases have cdled into pay

Meryl Bekowitz '81 (center)
with DanaMitchdl Jaffe’86
and David A. Gross’'87
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other aspects o he experience “Anybody who is mar-
ried can identify with the probdemsin a marriage,” she
says. It has been an advantage to work with people who
haven't already farmed an gpinion of her. “l started out
my career asa judge in front of people who didn't know
me as a lawyer.”

All in all, “its been a red
learning experience” She
wishes that “every lawyer
coud sit on the bench and
watch thingsfrom that van
tage point”

Berkowitz, who was elect-
ed for a 10year term, adds,
“I'dlike to have thisjob for a
very long time.”
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FAMILY COURT JUDGE JANE
PEARL '87 sat behind a vase
brimming over with purple
flowers and ligened as the
atorrey for a mother with a
temper sad she did not want
to go to anger management
therapy. “My diert doean't
want to go to any mare pro-
grams,’ the atorney said.

Pear| sad that the woman
coud attend family counsel-
ing The counselor would decide whether any addtion-
al therapy was needed to repair the woman's relaion-
ship with her daughter.

The Cardozo graduae has been deciding such issues
since she wasappaned last year as one of adozen New
York City Family Court judges in the Bronx. Her princi-
pal role isto hear cases involving the abuse and neglect
d children. T he work “interests mein waysthatare bath
legal and deeply ermotional,” she says

Pear| seeksto marshd the resources of the legal and
the therapeutic communities ina pro-active, yet flexible
effort to protect children and preserve families Ouside
her small courtroom, dozensof adults and children mill
around a large, noisy waiting room, waiting their turnto
appea before Pearl and her colleagues

Some judges are demordized by the confusion and
what they regard asthe futility of their efforts. Pear| says
that it isimportant to guard against judcial burnou, but
“it is possible to judge without being judgmentd.” She
says she has no plans to use her curert pacsition as a
sepping-stone to arother judgeship. “I cannot think of
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any job that | would like more,” she says.

Pear| came to Cardozo dready inteested in family
and juvenile delinquency issues. She had a doctorate in
psychology and thought that alegal degree “woud be an
excellent addition far helping peode” The shod
seemed sy mpathetic to people starting a second caresy,
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Jane Pearl '87
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and she was attracted to “the wonderful programin law
and literature” taught by Prof. Richard Weisberg.

While at Cardozo, Pearl participated in a summer
£mina onjudicial ethics that included aninternship at
Family Court. After graduation, she worked asalaw sec-
retary for two years and inthe family lawv department o
a private firm before going on maternity leave. She
returrned to Manhattan Family Court as a hearing exam-
iner and referee before becoming a judge hersalf.

Pearl saysthat she does not act as a therapist on the
bench, but her psychology training helps he assess the
evidence in the cases before her. As a judge, she mug
pay attentionto immediate detall—what’ s happening in
a childs daily life—and to “dobal congructs'—what
reecs to happen as the child grows and develops. The
court isbusy, and Pearl must be very careful tha she
does ot miss something important in a rush to move
casesthrough the system.

Casdoad delays cause pan © parentsand children,
Pear| says, ‘bu you can move casesalongin away that's
attentive to the needsof the parties.’ .
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