
Alan Dershowitz
Delivers Commence-
ment Addre s s

The Class of 2001 celebra t-
ed Card o zo ’s 23rd  com-
mencement in Ave r y
Fisher Hall of Lincoln
Center for the Pe r fo r m i n g
A r t s. Alan Dershowitz, Fe l i x
Frankfurt er Professor at
H a r va rd Law School, deliv-
e red the keynote addre s s,
u rging graduates to be wa r y
of the t re a c h e rous ethical
conflicts they will face as
l a w y e rs. He asked them to
d e l i b e rately choose a moral 
system for gu idance.

A festive mood pre va i l e d
as 298 men and wo m e n
re c e i ved J.D. degrees and
46 re c e i ved LL.M. degre e s. 

Many students we re hon-
o red for distinction in acad-
emics and contributions to
j o u r n a l s, the community,
and various fields of law.

Jocelyn Laura Santo ,
who was the only member
of the class to gra d u a t e
summa cum laude, re c e i ve d
the Louis D. Bra n d e i s
Awa rd for best academ ic
re c o rd over three years; 

LL.M. gra d u a t e
A n d reas Ka r l
A s c h e n b re n n e r
re c e i ved the Louis

Henkin Awa rd , also fo r
superior scholars h i p .
Melissa M. Mathis wa s
g i ven the Felix Fra n k f u r t e r
Awa rd for outstanding 
academic maturity, re s p o n-
sibility, diligence, and 
judgment; the Samuel
Belk in Awa rd  for scholastic
a c h i e vement coupled with
exceptional cont ributions to
the Law School was give n
to Alan Gotthelf.

S e ve ral pro f e s s o rs we r e

h o n o red as well. The Law
School gave Dean Stewa r t
Sterk the Monrad G.
Pau lsen Awa rd for devo t e d
service to the vita l i t y ,
i d e a l s, and purposes of
legal education. Each year,
the graduates select their
fa vorite members of the
faculty and  administra t i o n .
A n d rew Leftt, SBA pre s i-
dent, presented the awa rd s
to this year’s winners: Larry
Cunningham ’88, Eva
H a n k s, and  Gary Galperin
’80, adjunct pro f e s s o r. Lynn
Wishart was re c o g n i zed fo r
the most outstanding assis-
tance to students. The
A n i ta Wa l ton Awa r d for best
a d m i n i s t ra tor was given to
Isabel Balson, re g i s t ra r.
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Ala n Go tthelf, Samuel Be lkin

Aw a rd  winner, and  

Ada m Gran t , SBA le ader
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30 Named to 
O rder of the Coif

In a ceremony that to o k
place just befo re com-
mencement, 30 J .D. stu-
dents re c e i ved  the Order of
the Coif, the legal honor
that is besto wed on those
who finish  in the top 10
p e rcent of the class. Bonnie
Steingart  ’79, a member of
the Card o zo Board of
D i re c to rs, re c e i ved  an hon-
o rary Order of the Coif.

Class of 2001:

B rooke Robyn  Bass

M a rt in  Earl  Beele r

K a re n  Bekker

T h e re sa Marie Be vilacqua

Jenn ifer Nicole Deitch

David  Todd  Feuerste in

A a ron Edwa rd Fre d r i c k s o n

Dan iel Steven  Gord o n

Alan  Go tthe lf

Adam Keith Grant

Jona than  E. Gro s s

Dan iel Je remy Haies

Jason  Ell iot  Ha lper

Steven  J. Horo w i t z

Rache l Brooke Jaff e

A l b e rt  N. Lung

Neeli Berger Marg o l i s

Me lissa M. Math is

Ju lia Lou ise Mattson

Scott  Dan iel  McCoy

Michelle Mon ique Micio tto-
K o s t u n

Michael J. Parr i s h

Sco tt Jonathan  Posner

Dennis Rimkuna s

Michael Howard  Rogers

Jocelyn  La ura  San to

Kara  B lair Sch issler

Dmitriy Sh leymovich

M a rc H. Simon

Ju lie C. Yo u n g

Jocelyn  Laura San to

received the  Louis  D.

Brandeis Aw a rd

Micha el Tu rn e r

and  Vivian  Wa l t o n

Mark Mukasey ’93 hoods Beth  Fro m

Dean  Pau l Verku il with  new 

membe rs  o f the Order o f the Co if

J e n n i f e r

Deitch  and

R o b e rt Davis

Annita Swait ,

LL.M. gra dua te

NYU Pres iden t  Jay

Oliva hoods  Dan iel

R e g a n



Alumni Featured 
in New York Law
J o u rn a l

P roud to Practice
Per sonal Injury Law

People always told  C h u c k
S i l ve rs t e i n ’84 he would be
a good  lawyer. It appears
that  after 17 years of pra c-
tice he has pro ved them
right. A former musician
and bartender, Chuck  is
now a successful medical
m a l p ract ice plaintiff’s at to r-
ney, with more than a
d o zen seve n - f i g u re settle-
ments and ve rd icts under
his belt. He obtained his
f i rst  part-time job during
law school through the
placement office, and after
g raduation joined  the law
firm of Kramer Dillof Te s s e l

Duffy and Moore, where he
became known for such
stunts as bringing a piano
i n to  a courtroom. To d a y ,
after 11 years as a solo pra c -
t i t i o n e r, Chuck has the lux-
ury  of choosing h is cases
c a refu lly, accepting only a
few per year.

How does Chuck
S i l ve rstein select a case? He
says it has to be something
significant, either in magni-
t u d e, in a point of law, or
w h e re some injustice clear-
ly has been done. Chuck
has re p resented  some
u n l i kely clients including a
h e roin abuser and a man
who lost his winning lo ttery
t i c ket, as well as other
n e ws worthy cases that
a p p e a red on the cover of
the New York Law Journal.

Chuck thinks about the

n e g a t i ve public image of
p e rsonal inju ry atto r n e y s
e very day. He found that
the best  response is to
e s tablish yourself as a cre d i-
ble attorney and to not
accept frivolous cases.
Chuck is clearly  p roud of
the practice he’s built, and
p roud to know that some of
h is cases have been used  as
examples at seminars d is-
cussing issues such as how
to handle liens and  the use
of expert witnesses. Aft er
y e a rs of solo pra c t i c e,
Chuck will soon have a
p a r t n e r, Michael Bast, who
has been working with him
for about seven years.

Chuck reminisces about
C a rd o zo, particularly with
re g a rd to his number one
s tatus at the old pinball
machine and  number two
s tatus in Ms. Pac Man. He
also  re m e m b e rs well a
num ber of faculty m em-
b e rs, including Pro f e s s o rs
Jacobson, Shupack, and
Zelinksy. Chuck is a re g u l a r
participant in Card o zo ’s
I TAP pro g ra m .

Civil Divorce Drives a
We dge f or Cl ient’s  Ge t

The world of matrimonial
law is anyth ing but ro u t i n e
to J ay Butterman ’89, a

ve t e ran of numerous con-
t ro ve rsial cases. Jay, along
with his partner and fellow
C a rd o zo graduate D e b o ra h
Ka h n ’83, recently wo n
Gindy v. Gindy, in which a
B rooklyn judge ruled that a
husband who refused to
g i ve his wife a Jewish re l i-
gious divo rce (Get) must
p rovide lifet ime support fo r
his ex - w i f e. The decision,
reported on the front page
of the New York Law
J o u r n a l on May 3, has a sig-
nificant  impact  on the
O r t h o d ox Jewish  communi-
ty. Mr. Gindy will have to
p rovide permanent mainte-
nance payment s to his ex -
wife desp ite their short,
childless marriage based on
the fact that as a member
of the Syrian Orthodox
Jewish community in
B rooklyn, she would neve r
be able to remarry within
her community  without the
Get. Jay hopes that this rul-
ing will help Mrs. Gindy to
o b tain the Get , since her
getting married again is the
only way to end  the hus-
b a n d ’s obligations.

Jay  has had other news-
worthy cases re c e n t l y ,
including an important 
ruling from  the New Yo r k
Court of Appeals invo l v i n g

( F rom left) Ron  Geffner ’91, Martin  Sta nk iewicz ’00 , Dennis Hirsch  ’97 ,

and  Jeff rey  Goldberg  ’95, a ll o f Sad is & Go ldbe rg .

C a rd o zo Gains 
CLE Provider Sta t u s
A re c o rd number of alumni came back to Card o zo to
o b tain som e needed  continuing legal education cre d i t s ;
they found them selves experiencing nostalgia as they sat
in a classroom to learn once again about New York Civil
P ro c e d u re from Prof. Burt Lipshie. For the 100-plus atto r-
n e y s, the event also turned into a minireunion. Now that
C a rd o zo has been appro ved as a New York  State CLE
p ro v i d e r, many more pro g rams will be offered by the Law
School and the Alumni Association. The next event will 
be an ethics course taught in the fa l l .

P ro f. Burt  Lip sh ie teaching  CLE cou rse to alumni.
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the rights of children born
out of wedlock, which wa s
reported a day later in the
May 4 New York Law
J o u r n a l. The law firm
But term an, Kahn &
G a rdner LLP, which Jay
founded in 1991, also han-
dles ent ertainment law, re a l
e s ta t e, general litigation ,
and business law and has
re c e i ved the h ighest ra t i n g
in Mart indale-Hubble.

J ay “really liked law
school” and acknowledges
C a rd o zo ’s “ex t ra o rd i n a r y
faculty,”  especially fa m i l y
law professor Bob Dobvish.

Alumni  Team Score s
Consumer Vi c t o ry

Soon after J e f f rey C. Gold-
b e rg ’95 joined fo rces with
solo practitioner Jack Sadis
to form Sadis & Goldberg
LLC, they extended part-
n e rships to Card o zo gra d u-
ate Ron Geffne r ’ 91 and
a t torney Douglas Hirs c h .
To g e t h e r, they have built a
thriving general practice in
m i d town Manhattan. The
fu ll-serv ice law firm re c e n t-
ly hired two associates who
also  are Card o zo gra d u a t e s :
Dennis Hirs c h ’97 and
Martin Sta n k i ew i c z ’ 0 0 .
Ron attributes the firm’s
success in part to the Car-
d o zo team who “because of
the education they re c e i ve d
at Card o zo are, by and
l a rg e, entre p renurial and
th ink outside the box . ”

Sad is & Goldberg ’s court
v i c tories we re featured on
the front page of the Ne w
York Law Journal t w i c e ;
both articles highlighted the
f i r m ’s lit igation department
and its zealous advo c a c y
and victories in the area of
consumer wa r ranty  law.

Alumni Admitted 
to Supreme Court
and Attend a 
D.C. Reception

On March 27, a group of
alumni we re admitted to
the United States Supre m e
Court and  then enjoyed a
session of oral arg u m e n t s
w h e re they could observe
the nine justices in act ion.
P rof. Michael Herz, a fo r-
mer Supreme Court clerk,
made the motion for the
g roup  and shared some
inside information about
the Supreme Court at a
b re a k fast that morning.
Admitted alumni we re
( f rom  left below) David
Baskind  ’96, Leslie Berman
’93, Stephanie Gayden ’93,
Averlyn Archer ’93, Susan
John ’93, Daniel Bernstein
’96, and Wayne Halper ’79
(not picture d ) .

The evening befo re the
s wearing-in, faculty and

s taff met with alum ni at a
recept ion  at the law firm of
C ro well & Moring, thanks
to partner Cliff Elgarten ’79,
who is pictured here (cen-
ter) with Paul Epstein ’85
(left) and Dean St ewa r t
Sterk. Next year, there
will be a reception fo r
D.C. metro alumni on
M a rch  19, 2002, fo l -
l o wed the next day by
a Supreme Court Ad-
mission. To be placed

on the mailing list fo r
either event , please conta c t
B a r b a ra Birch in the Office
of Alumni Affa i rs at 21 2 -
790-0293, or by e-mail at
b i rch@ymail.yu .edu . Space
is very limited.

COLLE CTION O F THE  SUP RE ME  COURT OF  THE UNI TED S TATE S

AS CARDOZO
LIKES IT

In  Feb ru a ry, alumn i

and  friends a ttende d

S h a k e s p e a re ’s As Yo u

Like  It a t the Storm

T h e a t re. The  50 -p lu s

atte ndees filled the  small Off - B roadway the ater, mak ing  it

t ru ly a Ca rdozo  eve nt . After the perf o rmance, guests a tte nd-

ed  a wine  and  cheese re ce ption  w ith  the cast . Law rence Kle in

’94  is shown he re with Jenn ifer Piech , who  starred  in the

show and  w as previously on  Broadway in  Ti t a n i c .
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Reunion Celebra t i o n

The Bear Ballroom at the Russian Tea Ro o m
was a glorious setting for the graduates of the
Classes of 1980, 1981, 1985, 1986, 1990, 1991 ,
1995, and 1996, who celebrated their re u n i o n s
on June 7. More than 300 alum ni re m i n i s c e d
with  classmates, faculty, and administra to rs
while enjoying some Russian- style delicacies.
M e m b e rs of the reunion committee helped
e n s u re the eve n t ’s success.

Sta cey  Richman  ’91, Deird re Wa l d ro n - P o w e r

’91 , and  Pro f. Ba rry Scheck

S t e p h a n i e

Kramer ’91

and  Ivana

Willia ms ’91

The reunion  party  was held  in  the Bear Ballroom at the Russ ian  Te a Room.

Susan  Pan isch  ’96 and  Le n Ritz ’96

France s Kaminer-Py le ’80, Ca ro l Schneider-

Levy  ’80, and  Debb ie Insdorf ’80

Alan  Eisenste in  ’90  and  

P rof. Peter Lushing .

Joan  Waks  ’85 , Rosemary Byrne  ’80 , and  Ellen

C h e rrick  ’80

Chris topher A. See ger ’90 , Ste phen  

A. Weiss  ’90 , and  Odessa  Gorm a n -

Stap leton  ’90.

Attention Classes  of 1982,
1987, and 1992!

Committees are now forming  to  help

o rgan ize you r class reun ions. Ge t

involve d and  ensu re a  successfu l even t

fo r your cla ss.  Call 212-790-0293  to  jo in

(sma ll t ime commitmen t).

P ro f. Melan ie  Lesl ie ’91 and

Joseph  Fon tak ’91
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Alumni Support
Capital Campaign
with $100,000
P l e d g e s

Stephen A. Weiss ’90 and
C a rd o zo Board member
Eric M. Javits launched two
p restigious giving societies
in October at a we l l - a t t e n d-
ed cocktail party hosted  by
Samuel and Ro n n i e
Heyman and featuring a
talk  by Prof. Richard
We i s b e rg. Graduates who
pledge gifts of $10 0 , 0 0 0
payable with in five years
a re invit ed to  join The
Jacob Burns Pillars of
Justice Society , named fo r
C a rd o zo ’s lat e chairman of
the board. Mr. Weiss and his
w i f e, Debra Weiss ’90, we re
the first to step fo r wa rd .
O t h e rs include James
S c h walbe ’93, Evan Berg e r
’92, and Jonathan Ku k i n
’87, who made an addition-

al pledge to support the
Kukin Center for Conflict
Re s o l u t i o n .

The Scales of Justice
Society is designed fo r
those who want to m ake a
$ 100,000 gift but desire a
m o re flexible time span to
pay it. Mitchel A. Maidman

’88 and Adam S. Gottbetter
’92 are the first alumni to
join this important initia-
t i ve. (For more info r m a t i o n
on joining either giving
society , please call 
Debbie Niederhoffer,
D i re c tor of Development, 
at 21 2 - 7 9 0 - 0 2 8 8 . )

3L Challenge Looks
to the Future

The 3L Challenge, inaugu-
rated last year, is a class
giv ing pro g ram in which
students show their intent
to becom e active alumni by
m aking multiyear pledges
to Card o zo. Th is year, stu-
dents chose to designate
the gift for a broad spec-
trum of pro g r a m s, includ-
ing the library , loan re p a y-
ment p ro g ram, Public
I n t e rest Sum mer Stipend,
and the Online Journal of
Conflict Re s o l u t i o n . T h e
c o m m i t t e e, spearheaded by
Peggy Sweeney  ’01 ,
includes members of the

class of ’01: Catherine Alin,
Re u ven Falik, Ry o n
Fleming, Sara Gers h u n i ,
Melanie Hayes, Ke v i n
H e l l e r, Rachel Hirs c h f e l d ,
A l exa n d ra Hochman,
S h a ron Beth Kristal, Simmi
P rasad, Dennis Rimkunas,
Lisa Tuntigian, and Ro b
Zanetti; Class of ’02:
Cynthia Devasia, Ra c h e l
Po s n e r, and Melissa
S t e wart; and from the Class
of ’03: Deborah  Ginsberg
and Brian Kidd, and LL.M.
candidates Shakeel Ahmad
and Pilar To ro ’02.
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P ro f. Richa rd  We i s b e rg  spoke in  the home of Ronn ie and  Samuel

Heyman on  “Recen t Even ts in  Ho loca us t  Restitution  Lit igation .”

David Berg Foundation
S u p p o rts  Publi c
I n t e re s t

The ne wly estab lished  David

B e rg  Foundation  made  a g rant

o f $50,000 to  support  pub lic

i n t e rest  stipe nds for Ca rd o z o

studen ts.  Twen ty studen ts have

been  na med  David  Berg  Fellow s

in  Pub lic Interest  La w for 2001

and  received  $2,000 to  $3,200,

enab ling  them to  take unpaid

summer posit ions.

They worked  at  such  o rg a n i-

zat ions as Vo lun teer Lawyers

fo r the Arts, US Atto rn e y ’s

O f fice  for the Eastern  District o f

New York, Asian Pacific

America n Legal Cente r, Sou th

B rook lyn Legal Serv i c e s

F o r e c l o s u re Preven tion  Pro j e c t ,

C a rd o z o ’s Innocence  Pro j e c t ,

the Le ga l Aid Society,  and

South  Brooklyn  Legal Serv i c e s .

The late Da vid Berg serv e d

on  Card o z o ’s Boa rd fo r 10 years

beg inning  in  the  early 1980s.

During  h is l ifetime Mr. Be rg

s u p p o rted  numerous education -

al, cu ltural, and social nonp ro f i t

o rgan izat ions. The Foundation

continue s h is le gacy.

Pa rents Attend Brunch
The first annual Card o zo Pa rents Day for all J .D. and
L L . M . students and their families was held on a
snowy January day. After a champagne brunch ,
guests to u red  the building and heard about p lans fo r
u p g rading facilities and then attended miniclasses
taught by members o f the fa c u l t y .

J e ff rey  and  Arlene Cohan  with  their da ugh ters , Stacey  ’02  

and  Joanna ’04.


