
Tributes, a Wi n e
Tasting, Seminars,
and Reunions Add
to Campus Life

Alumni we re back on cam-
pus th is fall to serve as
m e n to rs to current stu-
d e n t s, see old classmates,
and pay tribute to Card o zo ’s
d e a n s. A cocktail party held
in October honored deans
Paul Verkuil and  Michael
Herz for achievements 
during their tenure s. The

t h e m e, “Fighting fo r
C a rd o zo ’s Fu t u re,” was car-
ried  through  with music
f rom the film  Ro c k y a n d
antique English  box i n g
g l o ves for each dean.

A holiday wine ta s t i n g
and networking party at
Union Square Wines in
early December bro u g h t
NYC alums together to sam-
ple nine wines. The eve n t
was so well attended that it
was standing room  only.

L a u rence Gottlieb ’93,
M a rc Mukasey ’93,

N i k i fo ros Mathews
’96, Joel Schmidt
’96, Craig Wa r ko l
’99, and Susan
S c h wab ’00 spoke
to current students
about their post-
g raduate clerkship
experiences and
e n c o u raged them
to pursue th is
re wa rding opportu-
nity. At a luncheon for stu-
d e n t s, Donald Scherer ’93,
CEO of Cro s s b o rder Solu-
t i o n s, discussed va r i o u s

aspects of life at an Internet
company and how the
study of law provides a use-
fu l backround for business.

A L U M N I
n e ws & notes

At the annual Board  o f Directo rs d inne r new board members

Ma rk Liebe rman  ’84  and  Stephen  Weiss ’90 were in tro d u c e d .

C h a i rman  Earle Mack p rese nted De an  Verkuil  with  a Baccarat

c rysta l gavel to commemorate his tenu re as dean . The  h igh-

ligh t  o f the even ing  featu red  Prof. Larry Cunn ingham ’88 ,

w ho  gave  a pre view of his new book, How to  Th ink Like

Ben jamin  Graham and Invest  Like  Wa rren  Buff e t t .

Ste phen  Weiss ’90,  Rachel  Wa r ren  ’92 , and

P ro f. Larry  Cunn ingham ’88

Lisa Foy ’93, Jo sh Sohn  ’97, and YU Pres iden t  Norma n Lamm

C h a i rman  Earle

Ma ck and  Ma rk

L i e b e rman ’84

Lieberman and Weiss Join Board

Dean  Pau l Verku il and  Dean  Michael  Herz



Alum ni Association Chair
Joshua Sohn ’ 97 re s e r ve d
the conference ro o m ,
which was filled to capacity,
at Piper Marbury Ru d n i c k
& Wo l f e, L.L.P. for an 
alumni bre a k fast; Howa rd
A b rahams ’94 brought in
B ra d fo rd Hildebrandt of
H i l d e b randt, Inc. to speak .
M r. Hildebrandt, who has
been a consultant to
many of the recent law
firm merg e rs around the
world, discussed signifi-
cant aspects of law firm
s t ra t e g i e s, merg e rs and
a c q u i s i t i o n s, pra c t i c e
management, partner
and associat e compensat ion
s t r u c t u re s, and New Yo r k
City real estate leases.

T h ree student org a n i za-
tions hosted  their annual
reunions this fall. BA L L SA
g a ve a cocktail party with
l i ve music. The Arts &
E n t e r tainment Law Journal
held  its annual d inner fo l-
lowing the Te n zer Distin-
guished lecture, featuring
Q. Todd Dickinson, under
s e c re tary of com merce fo r
intellectual property and
d i re c tor of the US Pa t e n t

O f f i c e. The annual L a w
Re v i e w alumni party  wa s
held at the Manhatta n
Pe n t h o u s e, bringing to g e t h-
er pro f e s s o rs, alumni, and
c u r rent students.

New Alumni
D i rector Start s

B a r b a ra A.
B i rch wa s
named dire c-
tor of alumni
a f fa i rs and
s tarted  at
C a rd o zo on
January 2.

For the past four years, she
has been at  Hofs t ra
U n i ve rsity School of Law,
most recent ly as assista n t
dean fo r law alumni affa i rs.
In that position, she had
responsibility for alumni
p ro g ramming and  the
annual fund. She is curre n t-
ly studying at Hofs t ra fo r
an MBA in market ing and
anticipates graduating in
May 2002. She holds a BA
summa cum laude fro m
S tate Unive rsity of Ne w
York at Binghamto n .

Graduates Dire c t
Funds to Bet Tzedek

Two Card o zo gra d u a t e s
we re co-lead counsel in a
securities class action suit
and have directed $50,000
f rom the settlement to the
Bet Tzedek  Legal Clin ic.
Joel Strauss ’92 of Ka p l a n ,
Kilsheimer & Fox LLP and
Rochelle Feder Hansen ’79
of Bernstein Litowitz Berg e r
& Grossmann LLP re p re-

sented plaintiffs / s h a re h o l d-
e rs in an  alleged stock mar-
ket fraud. They we re suc-
cessful in negotiating a
fa vo rable set tlement for the
v i c t i m s. After distributing
the monies to class mem-
b e rs at a rate of 110% of
their losses there wa s
money rem aining in the
settlement fund. Ac c o rd i n g
to the terms of the settle-
ment, those monies wo u l d
be distributed to consumer
a d vocacy org a n i zat ions in
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( F rom left) Vivien Na im ’88 , Howa rd Lieb  ’83 , Melan ie Leslie  ’91, Lisa

Foy ’93, Maxine Stein ’94, Robert  Bernstein  ’95, Tricia Pan tzer ’95,

Dean  Verkuil, Dean  Herz, La wrence Klein  ’94.

( F rom le ft) Aliya Nelson  ’01, Samuel Tsegaye ’02 , Michelle

R i c a rdo  ’02, and  John  Po tter ’00 at  BALLSA reunion . 

United States  Supreme Court 
G roup Admission

Be admitte d  to  the US Supreme Court with  fellow Ca rd o z o

alumni. Jo in  u s in  Wash ing ton, DC on  March  27, 2001 , fo r the

sw earing -in  ceremony and  to  hear o ral a rguments. Fo r more

i n f o rmation and  to  make a re s e rva tion , call Barba ra Birc h ,

d i rector of alumn i affairs, at  212-790 -0298 . Space is limited .

( F rom le ft) Prof. Toby Go lick , Rochelle Feder Hanse n  ’79 , Dean

Verku il, and  Joel Strauss ’92.



a c c o rdance with the cy pre s
d o c t r i n e. “ Rochelle and I dis-
cussed beneficiaries; we
re c o g n i zed the good wo r k
that  Bet Tzedek does, and
as alumni of Card o zo we
thought this would be an
a p p ropriate org a n i za t i o n , ”
said Joel. Toby  Golick ,
d i re c tor of the clinic, com-
mented : “$50,000 is a signif-
icant donation and can pos-
i t i vely impact the work we
do here. It means a lot to us
that  Card o zo alums are re-
sponsible for this donat ion.”

3 6

L e t t e r s

Another Tribute to Morri s Abram

After rea d ing  [Dean  Ve r k u i l ’s] t ribute to  Morris Abram in  the Summer 2000 issue of C a rdozo  Life

(p.15), I wanted  to  share  w ith you  a n encounte r I had  with  Morris ne ar the end  o f h is life .

In  the fall of 1999 , I was invited by Morr i s ’s son  and da ugh ter-in-law  to  their home  fo r d inne r.

Upon  arriving , I wa s introduce d  to  Morris, who wa s, acco rd ing to his da ugh ter- i n - l a w, “a lso a

l a w y e r.” Exhausted  from a  fu ll day a t w ork , and  somewhat re g retting  having  accepte d a mid -week

d inne r invitat ion , I sat  down  w ith Morris in  a co rner of the  living  room and p re p a red  to  make

small talk unt il dinner was serv e d .

What  fo llowe d wa s one o f the most  enga ging  and  me morable conversa t ions I have had  w ith

anyone  (much less a  b rand -new  acquainta nce) in  a  very long  t ime. In the span  o f a half-hou r o r so ,

we cove red  a wide range o f topics, includ ing  the p ract ice  o f law , classica l music, and the  influence

o f MTV on  popu la r cu ltu re! When  he learned I had  graduated  from Cardozo , Morris asked  ma ny

questions abou t  the  cu rren t  sta tus of the  schoo l, its facu lty, and  my experie nce the re .

I though t  abou t  my conversat ion with  Morris fo r many days. Apart  from the d ive rse and  st imu-

lating  top ics we covered , I felt  privileged  to  have me t one o f the found ing  fo rces beh ind  a school

at  wh ich  I spen t  th ree of the  most challenging  a nd  en joya ble years o f my life.

P e rha ps for Morris there wa s a feeling  a s well o f having  come  fu ll circle. Whe n I men tioned  to

M o rr i s ’s son  severa l days la ter how very much  I ha d en joyed  talk ing  w ith  h is fathe r, h is son  re p l i e d

that Morris had  to ld  h im that h is conve rsat ion with  me  somehow had  made worthw hile all the

e ff o rt  he had put in to help  estab lish  Cardozo  many years ago .

When  I le arned  o f h is death , I fe lt both  a dee p pang  o f sadness and  a gratefu lness that I’d ha d

the opportun ity to  mee t such  an extrao rd i n a ry person, if on ly b riefly.  Read ing  you r tribute to

M o rris revived  those  fee lings for me a nd  p rompted  me to offer a t ribu te of my own  to  a re m a r k-

ab le man .
—Jenn ifer Newcomb ’97

Letter from Sarajevo

I’m a  law clerk at  a n in ternationa l cou rt , The Human  Rights Chamber, w hich  wa s set  up  under the

Dayton Pea ce Acco rd . It  hea rs claims o f human  righ ts vio lations arising  unde r the Europea n Con-

ven tion  o f Huma n Righ ts that have  occurred since the sign ing  of the  Dayton  Peace Acco rd (Decem-

ber 14, 1995 ) to  the  p resen t . The court  meets for one week  eve ry mon th  a nd  is made up  o f 14

judge s: six a re nat ional (two Bosn ian , tw o  Croatian , a nd  tw o  Serb ian ) and  eigh t  a re in tern a t i o n a l ,

f rom all over Eu rope. Most  of the cases invo lve p ro p e rty issues: Peop le are trying  to  get  the ir

homes back. The cou rt also  hea rs cases re g a rd ing  tre atmen t  of war criminals, frozen  bank accounts,

and  religious pro p e rty destroyed  during  the wa r, as we ll as one s involving  labor righ ts, d iscrimina -

t ion , fair t rials, pensions, etc. The law  clerks—abou t five in ternat ional lawyers paid by ou r re s p e c-

t ive govern m e n t s — p re p a re the cases a nd  d raft  memoranda  and  decisions for the  judge s to  re v i e w.

We p rese nt  the cases, they question  u s, d iscuss the  cases, a nd then make  decisions on  them.

It  is very in tere st ing  to  w atch the  international commun ity imme rse itse lf so  completely in  the

rebu ild ing of Bosn ia and Herzegovina. It  is pa rticu larly inte rest ing fo r me to  observe the  in tern a-

t ional commun ity’s work in  an  a rea where there has been  an  e xtreme case  o f ethn ic confl ict re s u l t-

ing  in  wha t was esse ntia lly ethn ic cle ansing . One o f the main  object ives o f Da yton  is to  reverse  the

e ffects o f the clea nsing . Howeve r, the country is d ivided  between  the groups—e ach  w ith  much

loca l au tonomy—and  the federal government is very weak.  Acco rd i n g l y, it  is an  uph ill b attle .

The cou rt  has issued  a pp roximately 500  decisions in the five years it  ha s been  in existence  and

has abou t  4 ,500  ca ses pend ing. I guess the question  remains w hethe r it  is really possib le to impose

consensus from the outside. I suppose on ly t ime will tell.
—She ri Rosenbe rg  ’94

The Ca rdozo  Alumni Associ-

at ion  e lected ne w officers in

June  2000. They a re Jo shua

Sohn  ’97, chair; Lisa  Foy ’93 ,

sen io r vice cha ir; Stephan ie

Gayden  ’93 , p rogra m vice

chair; Tricia  Cohen  Pan tzer

’98 , t re a s u re r; Robert

B e rn stein  ’95, co rre s p o n d i n g

s e c re t a ry; and Lawre n c e

Kle in ’94,  re c o rd ing  secre-

t a ry. The Executive  Commit-

tee is looking  fo r vo lunte ers

to  serve on the fo llowing

stand ing committees:  CLE-

C a ree r Developmen t, Stu -

den t  Relations, Non-Legal

A t t o rneys, and Ou treach. 

To volun tee r, con tact  the

O f fice o f Alumni Affairs at

2 1 2 - 7 9 0 - 0 2 9 8 .

Donna Costa ’87 and

Jame s E. Schwalbe  ’93  have

been  na med  chairs for the

2001 Alumni Annual Fund .

Specia l thanks to Stephe n A.

Weiss ’90 a nd  Christopher A.

Seege r ’90  fo r their superb

leade rship du ring  the past

two aca demic ye ars. Alumni

who  wan t to  a ssist  with  this

y e a r’s a nnual fund  should

con tact  the Office o f Alumni

A ffairs at  212 -790-0298.


