
From the De an

Elections and Tra n s i t i o n s

During the last couple of months, it was difficult to avoid seeing a lawyer on

television or in the news. The election  contest brought Florida and US

S u p reme Court deliberations and argum ents into every home and auto m o-

b i l e, and even onto desktops through the Internet. Given the collective ener-

gy of Card o zo ’s faculty, it will come as no surprise that many of them  had

much to say and write abou t the election . Card o zo pro f e s s o rs appeared on

television  and we re published in journals and news p a p e rs locally and

n a t i o n a l l y — e ven internation ally. Some of their though tful wo rds have been

reprinted later in this issu e of C a rd o zo Life. Of cours e, no one had a bigger

role than adjunct p rofessor David Boies, whose re p re s e n tation of Al Gore

took him through Florida’s courts to the US Supreme Court.

Now that the election is over and the president is inaugurated, it is still

easy to wa tch more legal wrangling either on  Court TV or the likes of L a w

and Ord e r, The Pra c t i c e, and LA Law re - r u n s. Perhaps this media activity

helps fuel the num ber of applications the Law School is receiving; but sure-

ly it imp acts on  the number of students who dream of litigating, whether

defending or pro s e c u t i n g .

Many Card o zo graduates go on to practice criminal law. Th ey  are at the

M a n h a t tan DA’s office, the US At to r n e y ’s office, in p rivat e pra c t i c e, at the

Legal Aid Society, and  elsewhere—in New York and around the count ry.

P rofiles of some of th ose who decided to follow their dreams are included in

the pages that fo l l o w. Most of them re c e i ved training in Card o zo ’s we l l -

known Crim inal Law Clinic and Intensive Trial Ad vocacy Pro g ram, both of

which are supported by the Jacob Burns Ethics Center, which sp onsors an

annual lectu re and courses in professional resp onsibility. Robert Benn ett,

P resident Clinto n ’s lawyer, was th is year’s lecture r.

For myself, I am  still here this sem ester as a dean waiting to be re l i e ve d

of duty. Indications are that my successor will be chosen soon and  I can

retu rn to th e faculty and other activities. You should all have confidence, as

I do, in the ultimate su ccess of our transition  p ro c e s s. Being Card o zo ’s dean

has been an entirely satisfy ing experience for m e p ersonally  and pro f e s-

sionally. I look fo r wa rd to giving my successor some suggestions and then

getting qu ickly ou t of the way so the new regime can ta ke hold.
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