CARDOZO LAW
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law  ●  Yeshiva University

Université Paris X - Nanterre
Paris, France
Up to four Cardozo students may study at the University of Paris X-Nanterre per year.
The School
Université Paris X (UPX), originally an annex of the Sorbonne, was founded in 1964.  In the current organizational scheme of the University of Paris system, which dates from the late 1960's, different units specialize in different academic fields; only a few of the thirteen units have specialized law departments, and the Université Paris Ouest Nanterre la Défense (Nanterre), itself among the newer branches of the system, is one of these. All in all, Nanterre has roughly 30,000 graduate and undergraduate students, about 8,000 of whom study law. Most of these students are commuters, although there are several residence halls on campus.

The University library is one of the best in France, with an excellent law collection of more than 35,000 volumes. It also holds a large selection of current French and English legal and general periodicals. In addition, there are a number of specialized book collections in the law department, on topics such as legal theory, social law, international public law, international commercial law, legal history and anthropology, business law, and political science.

The Nanterre law department offers a full program of basic, intermediate and advanced courses in law. In addition, the Nanterre faculty specializes in international trade law, human rights law, and labor law, among other subjects. The faculty is made up of a distinguished group of full- and part-time teachers. To a greater extent than is common in the United States, French law teachers participate actively in law practice; they bring to the classroom not only an academic perspective on their subjects, but an intensely practical one as well.

Location
The campus of UPX is located west of Paris in a suburb called Nanterre approximately 20 minutes by train (RER) from midtown Paris and ten minutes from the Champs Elysees.  Much in the tradition of American college campuses, the school has a vast campus organized around a central plaza containing tennis courts, stadium, and an Olympic-sized pool.  Nearby is the international Trade Center at La Défense, which is rapidly becoming one of Europe's most important financial and commercial zones.
Calendar
The first semester at Nanterre begins in September and concludes with final exams in January. The second semester begins in February and ends with exams in June.  It may be possible for Cardozo students to arrange to take their exams out of the regular cycle in order to facilitate return to the United States. However, be advised that transcripts will not be available in time for the July bar exam for 3Ls studying abroad during their final semester.   Only 3Ls not planning to take the July Bar Exam will be permitted to study at UPX during their final semester.

Application
Once authorized to study abroad by Cardozo, students must apply online to Paris X through their website at https://u-paris10.moveonnet.eu/moveonline/incoming/welcome.php.

Required supporting documents are:
  1) Statement of Purpose 
  2) Curriculum Vitae in English and/or french
  3) 2 photos
  4) Copies of Diplomas and school grades (translation in french)
  5) Letter of recommendation 
  6)  Copy of photo page of the passport 
The Office of Graduate and International Programs will forward these items to the exchange coordinator in Paris. Application deadlines are May 30 for the fall semester and November 30 for the spring semester.
Language of Instruction
Most courses at UPX are taught in French, and examinations (which may be written or oral) are conducted in French.  Cardozo students will meet the French proficiency standard required through the TCF (Test de Connaissance due Francais) paper-based overall score of 400 points (level 4-B2). In the absence of TCF, the student may demonstrate proficiency by other means jointly agreed by the program directors.
Courses
French legal education consists of a three year diploma called the License and an additional two years of study for the Master (Master I is the first year, Master II the second.)  Exchange students may select courses from the Licence and the Master courses.  Nanterre faculty specialize in business law; international and European law; human rights law; and labor law, among other areas.   

Among the law department’s specialized programs is a Master’s program in International and European Law, may include courses on the common law in English taught either by visiting foreign faculty or by French faculty.
For the most part, instruction is by lecture. There is not a great deal of interaction between students and the professor.  Students are expected to take copious notes, supplemented by varying amounts of outside reading. 
Credit
Students will receive 12 credits towards the law degree for 30 ECTS at UPX.  In order to receive credit, students must submit their proposed course selections in writing to the Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs prior to departure, and must confirm their final registration as soon as it completed and while there is still an opportunity to make changes to their schedules.   The acceptance of any credit or grade for any courses taken at UPX is subject to approval, and any changes must be communicated immediately to the Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs.   Only the credits and not the grades will transfer per ABA requirements, and the grades will not count toward honors and awards (such as graduation prizes or degree rankings, such as cum laude, magna cum laude and summa cum laude). 

Registration 
· At Cardozo
Once approved, students must register during their regularly scheduled registration time for 12 credits of generic study abroad through the Office of the Registrar. Registration must be done in person, via fax to 212.790.0241 or as a pdf attachment to brookdaleregistrar@yu.edu.  The fax or pdf must include the student’s name, Student ID number, a request to register for 12 credits of study abroad with the name of the host institution, and the student’s signature.

· At Paris X: Information to come
Transcript

Students must request two copies of their official transcript to be sent to Graduate and International Programs, 55 Fifth Avenue Room 1007, New York, NY 10003 prior to departure from the program.  It is good practice to request a personal copy as well for your records.  3Ls studying abroad in their final semester are advised to check semester end dates carefully, as 
French Language Study

Free courses in French are available for international students.  Information on these courses is available here:  https://francais-langue-etrangere.u-paris10.fr/
Credits earned through French language study are not transferrable to the Cardozo degree.

Housing
Overseas students may live at the residence of Saint-Cloud, a Paris suburb approximately 20 minutes away from Nanterre.  Information about the residence is available here: http://www.u-paris10.fr/international/student-housing-in-saint-cloud-368215.kjsp However, many international students at UPX instead elect to live off-campus, closer to central Paris.  The International Relations Office at UPX can help with both on-campus and off-campus accommodation.  
Health Insurance
Students are required by UPX to have medical insurance to cover all costs related to treatment of sudden illness and accidents. 
Visa
Students studying abroad in France must apply for a student visa prior to departure which is required to obtain a student residence permit once you have arrived.  See http://usa.campusfrance.org for comprehensive instructions.  As visas can take some time to secure, you should register your intent to study in France immediately upon confirming your intent to study in Paris at  http://usa.campusfrance.org/en/1.html. See also the Consulate General of France in New York for information about visas: http://www.consulfrance-newyork.org/

A General Note on Study Abroad
Studying at a foreign university will not feel like studying at home—this is why it is such an enriching experience. Often, campus services and procedures are very different from those students are used to in the United States, which can be confusing and frustrating for students not accustomed to them.  Because this is a new program, the confusion and frustration may be more pronounced. Flexibility, patience and a willingness to spend extra time figuring things out are crucial to a positive study abroad experience. 
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