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2010-2012 Graduate Fellowship Application

The Yeshiva University Center for Jewish Law and Contemporary Civilization at Cardozo Law School (CJL) is pleased to accept applications for its 2010-2012 Graduate Fellowship, a two-year forum for the interdisciplinary exchange of ideas between Legal Academia and Judaic Studies. Eight  fellowships will be awarded, each consisting of $10,000 to be distributed over the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 academic years. 

Jewish texts from all periods of historical inquiry are infused with legal language and legal ideas; yet, for historical and cultural reasons, academic discourse in Rabbinics, Jewish History, and Jewish Thought has until recently paid little attention to law as a significant contributor to historical development. In part, this is because Jewish legal texts present broad fusions of law, narrative, ritual, custom, performance, rhetoric, and authority disputes. But as legal theory has demonstrated, the question “what is law?” is an open question, and many historical communities have imagined law in more expansive or more limited ways. An awareness of legal theory, the articulation of how law has been understood by historical communities, is vital to the historian’s understanding. 

The CJL Graduate Fellowship aims to bring legal theory into the disciplines of Jewish history and Jewish law. In the general academy, a new methodological connection has been forged over the last few decades between the disciplines of history and law, largely through the importation of legal theory into the study of history and comparative law. Legal history has raised the level of academic discourse both for historians and legal theorists, pushing both to consider important factors once outside their respective disciplines. This interdisciplinary sophistication, already mainstream in other fields of study, will play an important role in the future of Jewish Studies. 

The Graduate Fellowship fosters a community of impressive and accomplished PhD candidates in various disciplines of Jewish Studies. Each fellow offers a unique perspective and provides a distinctive contribution to the nascent field of Jewish Law and Legal Theory. In addition to working closely with other fellows and gaining literacy in legal theory and its application to the study of Jewish texts, fellows interact regularly with prominent scholars, both in Judaic Studies and Legal Theory,  and participate in the CJL’s growing community of interdisciplinary discourse.

The core of the Graduate Fellowship is an 11-session seminar led by CJL faculty and visiting scholars. The seminar is carefully designed to introduce students to the essential questions and problems of legal theory that are relevant and interesting to an examination of Jewish texts and Jewish history. In the first year, we focus on the methodological questions that are raised by bringing together the fields of Jewish Studies and legal theory. Each mini-unit on legal theory is followed by a session on integration of Jewish Studies and legal theory, led by a prominent Jewish Studies scholar, four times a year. In the second year, we probe more deeply into the hermeneutics of law, and the questions of legal authority which emerge. 

In addition to the seminar, second-year Graduate Fellows participate in monthly meetings of the Legal Theory Reading Group at the Cardozo School of Law in New York City and  attend the CJL’s annual international graduate conference, which focuses on the intersection between Jewish law and legal theory.

For more information about CJL, please consult our website: http://www.cardozo.yu.edu/cjl/ or send inquiries to jewishlaw@yu.edu. The deadline for applications is April 9, 2010.
Application 

A complete application includes: □ Completed application form □ Current Resume □ Letter of recommendation from a professor with whom you work closely (preferably your advisor).

How did you learn about the CJL Graduate Fellowship? (indicate all that apply)

□ flier:          

□ friend: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​

□ email on a listserv: 

□ a teacher/professor:   

□ other: 

Personal Information

Name:

Address:

Date of Birth:

Email address:

Phone number: 

Letter of Recommendation

Name of recommender:

Email address:

Your relationship to recommender:

Academic Information

PhD program:

· University: 

· Department: 

· Year: 

· Academic Advisor: 

· Dissertation topic (if known): 

· Research interests: 

· Recent projects: 

Other advanced degree [if applicable)

· Degree: 

· University: 

· Department(if applicable):

· Year: 

· Academic Adviser (if applicable): 

· Dissertation topic (if applicable): 

Bachelor’s degree:

· University:

· Department:

Short Answer Questions and Short Essays

1. What is your background in Jewish texts? (List any institutions/programs/ courses that have advanced your studies of Jewish (legal) texts)

2. Please describe (in approximately 500 words) what you hope to gain from this fellowship, and how you think it will help you grow as a scholar or otherwise.

3. (Assuming you have little to no background in legal theory,) please describe one or two specific areas of inquiry in your field that you think could stand to benefit from the interdisciplinary interaction between Legal Academia and Judaic Studies.

4. Please describe your future plans (as you imagine them now).
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