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Suggested Titles

American Pastoral  by Philip Roth – Fiction/Literature – 1997 – 432 pages. Roth's protagonist Swede Levov comes of age in the booming postwar years, marries a former Miss New Jersey, inherits a thriving glove factory, and buys a stone house in the idyllic hamlet of Old Rimrock. But one day in 1968, Swede's daughter, Merry, a loving child who has turned into a sullen, fanatical teenager, plants a bomb that kills a stranger and hurls Swede out of the longed-for American pastoral. In paper.

(December 4, 2008 and February 5, 2009) Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy – Fiction/Literature – approximately 900 – 1000 pages, depending on the edition. Originally published in installments between 1873 and 1877. "Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way."  So begins Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoy's great modern novel of an adulterous affair set against the backdrop of Moscow and St. Petersburg high society in the later half of the nineteenth century.  A sophisticated woman who is respectably married to a government bureaucrat, Anna begins a passionate, all-consuming involvement with a rich army officer.  Refusing to conduct a discreet affair, she scandalizes society by abandoning both her husband and her young son for Count Vronsky--with tragic consequences.  Running parallel is the story of the courtship and marriage of Konstantin Levin (the melancholy nobleman who is Tolstoy's stand-in) and Princess Kitty Shcherbatsky. In paper. 
(February 26, 2008)  Atonement by Ian McEwen – Fiction/Literature – 2003 – 368 pages. McEwan’s novel about the destructive powers of the imagination and the lifelong repercussions of a single childhood lie, has won the National Book Critics Circle Award for fiction. In paper. 
The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood – Fiction – 2001 – 544 pages. Frosty, reserved Iris and her hot-blooded sister Laura grow up wealthy and privileged in a chilly Canadian town. But when the family fortune falters in the Depression, Iris is married off to a cruel industrialist, and Laura drives her car off a bridge, leaving behind a pulpy science fiction novel (presented in parallel to the primary plot) that seems to contain a coded, masked guide to the secrets that ruled her life and brought about her early death. Told in the brittle, acerbic voice of the elderly Iris, who is left behind to decode Laura's legacy, The Blind Assassin is a tour-de-force of nested narratives, subtle reveals and buried memories. In paper
(April 1, 2008) The Emperor’s Children by Claire Messud – Fiction/Literature – 2006 – 478 pages. A richly drawn brilliantly observed novel of fate and fortune – about the intersections in the lives of three friends, now on the cusp on their thirties, making their way – and not – in New York City. In this tour de force, the celebrated author Claire Messud brings to life a city, a generation, and the way we live in this moment. In paper.

Fantasia: An Algerian Cavalcade by Assia Diebar – Fiction – 1993 – 256 pages. In this stunning novel, Assia Djebar intertwines the history of her native Algeria with episodes from the life of a young girl in a story stretching from the French conquest in 1830 to the War of Liberation of the 1950s. The girl, growing up in the old Roman coastal town of Cherchel, sees her life in contrast to that of a neighboring French family, and yearns for more than law and tradition allow her to experience. (Summary: Barnes & Noble). In paper.

The Glass Castle:  A Memoir by Jeanette Walls – Autobiography – 2006 – 304 pages. In the opening pages of “The Glass Castle,” Walls recalls watching someone else do a little digging — her mother, searching through a garbage dumpster in lower Manhattan. Walls wastes little time unveiling the dichotomy that is her life — a high-profile Park Avenue reporter with an unconventional and often tragic past that followed her from the hollows of West Virginia to Manhattan. (Review: MSNBC). In paper.

High Noon in the Cold War: Kennedy, Krushchev, and the Cuban Missile Crisis by Max Frankel - History – 2005– 206 pages. One of the giants of American journalism now re-creates an unforgettable time–in which the whole world feared extinction. High Noon in the Cold War captures the Cuban Missile Crisis in a new light, from inside the hearts and minds of the famous men who provoked and, in the nick of time, resolved the confrontation. Hard cover.

(September 18, 2008) The History of Love by Nicole Krauss – Fiction – 2006 – 272 pages. A long-lost book reappears, mysteriously connecting an old man searching for his son and a girl seeking a cure for her widowed mother's loneliness.


(February 5, 2009) The  House of Mirth by Edith Wharton – Fiction -- Edith Wharton’s dark view of society, the somber economics of marriage, and the powerlessness of the unwedded woman in the 1870s emerge dramatically in the tragic novel The House of Mirth. Faced with an array of wealthy suitors, New York socialite Lily Bart falls in love with lawyer Lawrence Selden, whose lack of money spoils their chances for happiness together. Dubious business deals and accusations of liaisons with a married man diminish Lily’s social status, and as she makes one bad choice after another, she learns how venal and brutally unforgiving the upper crust of New York can be. (Summary: Barnes & Noble). In paper.
I Feel Bad About My Neck by Nora Ephron – Humor/Essays – 2006 – 160 pages. With her disarming, intimate, completely accessible voice, and dry sense of humor, Nora Ephron shares with us her ups and downs in I Feel Bad About My Neck, a candid, hilarious look at women who are getting older and dealing with the tribulations of maintenance, menopause, empty nests, and life itself. (Summary: Random House, Inc.) Hard cover.
(May 8, 2008) The Lost Painting by Jonathan Harr – Fiction – 2006 – 320 pages. An Italian village on a hilltop near the Adriatic coast, a decaying palazzo facing the sea, and in the basement, cobwebbed and dusty, lit by a single bulb, an archive unknown to discovery that inspires a search for a work of art of incalculable value, a painting lost for almost two centuries. (Summary: Random House)
(August 7, 2008)  Loving Frank by Nancy Horan – Historical Fiction – 2008 – 400 pages.  I have been standing on the side of life, watching it float by. I want to swim in the river. I want to feel the current. So writes Mamah Borthwick Cheney in her diary as she struggles to justify her clandestine love affair with Frank Lloyd Wright. Four years earlier, in 1903, Mamah and her husband, Edwin, had commissioned the renowned architect to design a new home for them. During the construction of the house, a powerful attraction developed between Mamah and Frank, and in time the lovers, each married with children, embarked on a course that would shock Chicago society and forever change their lives. (Summary: Barnes & Noble) In paper.
The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court by Jeffrey Toobin – U.S. Politics and Government – 2007 – 369 pages. An erudite outsider’s account of the cloistered court’s inner workings. Hard cover.

The Passion by Jeanette Winterson – Fiction – 1997 - 178 pages. Passion consumes Henri, a chef with Napoleon's army, and Villanelle, who has lost her heart to a married noblewoman, until the two meet at the gates of Moscow and form a bond based on bitter loss. (Summary: Google)
The Post-American World by Fareed Zakaria – Current Affairs – 2008 – 288 pages. "This is not a book about the decline of America, but rather about the rise of everyone else." So begins Fareed Zakaria's important new work on the era we are now entering. Following on the success of his best-selling The Future of Freedom, Zakaria describes with equal prescience a world in which the United States will no longer dominate the global economy, orchestrate geopolitics, or overwhelm cultures. He sees the "rise of the rest"—the growth of countries like China, India, Brazil, Russia, and many others—as the great story of our time, and one that will reshape the world. (Summary: fareedzakaria.com). Hard cover. 
The Powerbroker by Robert A. Caro – Biography/Urban History – 1975 – 1,344 pages. The story of Robert Moses, who shaped the politics, the physical structure and even the problems of urban decline in New York. In paper. 
A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving – Fiction – 1997 – 543 pages. In the summer of 1953, during a Little League game, eleven-year-old Owen Meany, the only child of a New Hampshire granite quarrier - who doesn't believe in accidents - hits a foul ball that kills his best friend's mother. What Owen does believe, is that he is God's instrument. In Irving's hands, Owen's life becomes a touching, frightening, often hilarious, but ultimately disturbing story of one person's faith and how it affects others. (Summary by Strand). In paper.
The Red Tent by Anita Diamant – Fiction – 2007 – 336 pages. Author Anita Diamant, in the voice of Dinah, gives an insider's look at the details of women's lives in biblical times and a chronicle of their earthy stories and long-ignored histories. The red tent of the title is the place where women were sequestered during their cycles of birthing, menses, and illness. It is here that Dinah hears the whispered stories of her four mothers--Jacob's wives Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah--and tells their tales to us in remarkable and thought-provoking oratories. (Summary: Barnes & Noble) In paper. 
(October 28, 2008) The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid – Fiction – 2007 – 184 pages. Changez is living an immigrant’s dream of America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is snapped up by Underwood Samson, an elite firm that specializes in the “valuation” of companies ripe for acquisition. He thrives on the energy of New York and the intensity of his work, and his infatuation with regal Erica promises entrée into Manhattan society at the same exalted level once occupied by his own family back in Lahore…But in the wake of September 11, he finds his position in his adopted city suddenly overturned, and his budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her past. And Changez’s own identity is in seismic shift as well, unearthing allegiances more fundamental than money, power, and perhaps even love. In paper. (Summary: Barnes & Noble)

The Road by Cormac McCarthy – Fiction – 2006 – 241 pages. The Road is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, “each the other’s world entire,” are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation. (Summary: Book Browse) In paper.
The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar – Fiction – 2007 – 352 pages. Each morning, Bhima, a domestic servant in contemporary Bombay, leaves her own small shanty in the slums to tend to another woman's house. In Sera Dubash's home, Bhima scrubs the floors of a house in which she remains an outsider. She cleans furniture she is not permitted to sit on. She washes glasses from which she is not allowed to drink. Yet despite being separated from each other by blood and class, she and Sera find themselves bound by gender and shared life experiences. In paper (Summary: Barnes & Noble) 
Straight Man by Richard Russo – Fiction – 1997 – 416 pages. William Henry Devereaux, Jr., known to his friends as Hank, is a fast-talking, self-deprecating man, the classic wise guy. Now approaching fifty, Hank finds himself heading full-speed into a midlife crisis: he despises his job as English professor at an undistinguished middle-American university, and his status as a "novelist" who has not written any fiction for twenty years. He fears he may have prostate cancer, he suspects his wife of having an affair, and he avoids even thinking about the fact that his father, the elder statesman of American literary criticism with whom he has much unresolved business, will soon be reentering his orbit. In paper. 
Suite Française by Irène Némirovsky – Fiction/Literature – 2005 – 573 pages. “Two novellas portraying life in France from June 4, 1940, as German forces prepare to invade Paris, through July 1, 1941, when some of Hitler's occupying troops leave France to join the assault on the Soviet Union. At the end of the volume, a series of appendices and a biographical sketch provide, among other things, information about the author of the novellas.” (Review: New York Times) In paper.

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens – Fiction/Literature – 1859 – Penguin Classics Edition 544 pages. The second historical novel by Charles Dickens, the plot centers on the years leading up to the French Revolution and culminates in the Jacobin Reign of Terror. The entire book is available online at http://www.literature.org/authors/dickens-charles/two-cities/ and in paper.
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseinin – Fiction – 2007 – 384 pages. Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers around them --- in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul --- they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the next generation  (ReadingGroupGuides.com) Hardcover.

The Times of My Life and My Life with the Times by Max Frankel - History - 1999 - 546 pages. In this remarkable memoir, The New York Times's Max Frankel tells his life story the way he lived it--in tandem with the big news stories of our time. In paper. 
The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger – Fiction – 2003 – 518 pages. This is the story of Clare, a beautiful art student, and Henry, an adventuresome librarian, who have known each other since Clare was six and Henry was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was twenty-three and Henry thirty-one. Impossible but true, because Henry is one of the first people diagnosed with Chrono-Displacement Disorder: periodically his genetic clock resets and he finds himself misplaced in time, pulled to moments of emotional gravity in his life, past and future. His disappearances are spontaneous, his experiences unpredictable, alternately harrowing and amusing. (Summary: ReadingGroupGuides.com) In paper.
Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri – Fiction (Short stories) – 2008 – 352 pages. From the internationally best-selling, Pulitzer Prize–winning author, a superbly crafted new work of fiction: eight stories—longer and more emotionally complex than any she has yet written—that take us from Cambridge and Seattle to India and Thailand as they enter the lives of sisters and brothers, fathers and mothers, daughters and sons, friends and lovers. (Summary: Random House) Hardcover
Your Mouth is Lovely by Nancy Richler – Fiction – 1996 – 368 pages. Nancy Richler, in her second novel, has taken the desperation found in many of the Russian classics, softened it with Jewish folkloric style and created a touching and memorable novel. In [this book], part Trotsky, part Tolstoy and part Sholom Aleichem, Richler presents the failed 1905 Russian Revolution from the perspective of shtetl, or village, Jews and presents the shtetl and its inhabitants from the perspective of one young Jewish revolutionary. In paper. (Summary: Bookreporter.com).
(June 12, 2008) Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen – Fiction – 2006. An atmospheric, gritty, and compelling novel of star-crossed lovers, set in the circus world circa 1932, by the bestselling author of Riding Lessons. Beautifully written, Water for Elephants is illuminated by a wonderful sense of time and place. It tells a story of a love between two people that overcomes incredible odds in a world in which even love is a luxury that few can afford. In paper. (Summary: Book Browse).
Waterfront by Phillip Lopate – Essays – 2004 – 421 pages. Fusing history, lore, politics, culture, and on-site adventures, Phillip Lopate takes us on an excursion around Manhattan's shoreline. Waterfront captures the ever-changing character of New York in the best way possible: on a series of exploratory walks conducted by one of the city's most engaging and knowledgeable guides. (Summary: Barnes and Noble) Hardcover. Used copies available online. 
We Were the Mulvaneys by Joyce Carol Oates –  Fiction – 2001 – 464 pages. The Mulvaneys are blessed by all that makes life sweet—a hardworking father, a loving mother, three fine sons and a bright, pretty daughter. They are confident in their love for each other and their position in the rural community of Mt. Ephraim, New York. But something happens on Valentine's Day, 1976: an incident that is hushed up in the town and never spoken of in the Mulvaney home.(Summary: Oprah’s Books). In paper.
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