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2009 Public Law Advocacy Week
Cardozo’s Center for Public Service Law sponsors Public Law Advocacy Week (P*LAW), a week-long series of events led by Cardozo scholars and members of the local community, to encourage students to learn about and participate in public interest law and pro bono projects. P*LAW concludes with the INSPIRE! celebration, in which we honor individuals in the Cardozo community who have contributed significantly to public service. 

Special Thanks

The Center for Public Service Law and Director Leslie Thrope.

The Junior Advisory Board and the leadership of Sarah Hudson-Plush ’07 and Jonathan Lenzner ‘04.

Office of Alumni Affairs
Public Law Advocacy Week Committee:
Jennifer Batterton, Flora Dimonda, Nina Frank, Jenny Haberman, Nyasa Hickey, Wynne Janis, Meredith Jones, Alyssa Kaplan, Nicholas Katz, Justin LaMort, Cagla Ozden, Zach Pall, Glen Parker, Emily Prokesch, Marisa Rothstein, Andrea Schlissel, Judith Serlin, Eva Stein, Jessica Stein, Irina Tarsis, Jonah Wexler, Joel Yacoob.
Elizabeth Robbins, for organizing volunteer work at the AIDS Service Center.

Andrea Schlissel, for organizing student volunteers to participate in the Homeless Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE).
Michael Shepherd, 3L, for his musical contributions to the Inspire! Celebration.
Program

5:30 p.m. 
Laurie M. Tisch Loan Repayment

Assistance Program and Federal Loan Forgiveness Program Information Session 
6:30 p.m. 
Networking and Reception 

7:00 p.m. 
Recognition Ceremony 

Awards



Special Honoree: 
Laurie M. Tisch



Alumni:  


Stephanie Nilva ‘94







Executive Director, Day One



Faculty: 


Professor Michelle Adams







Professor Edward Stein







Professor Ekow Yankah



Staff: 


Paulette Crowther



Student:


Zach Pall, 3L

We also recognize alumni in the Classes of 2004 to 2008 who work in the public sector or who participate in significant pro bono work.
Award Recipients

Special Honoree : Laurie M. Tisch

President of the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, Laurie M. Tisch, made a $5 million gift to Yeshiva University’s Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law to endow the Loan Repayment Assistance Program.   The Laurie M. Tisch Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP) will benefit Cardozo graduates who have chosen to pursue careers in public interest / public service law by providing “forgivable loans” to assist them in overcoming their debt. 

The Laurie M. Tisch LRAP will annually benefit some 60 Cardozo graduates who hold J.D. degrees, have full-time public service law related jobs, and incomes of less than $60,000.  

The Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund works to increase access and opportunity by supporting efforts to illuminate minds, spark imagination and build community.  Established in 2007, the Fund builds on a longstanding commitment to enable more New Yorkers to take advantage of the rich opportunities that the City has to offer.  It plays an engaged and active role in supporting strong leaders and organizations that have a positive and lasting effect on individual well-being and community life.
Alumni: Stephanie Nilva ‘94

Stephanie Nilva is the Executive Director of Day One. Prior to establishing Day One in October 2005, she was the Director of Break the Cycle New York, which she launched in 2003 as the local office of a national organization.

Ms. Nilva has been working in the domestic violence field for more than twelve years. Throughout her legal career, she has practiced family and matrimonial law, specializing in domestic abuse. Immediately following law school, Stephanie was the recipient of a New York State IOLA Legal Services Fellowship designed to provide community education and direct representation in response to domestic violence in the Orthodox Jewish community.

Following her work in New York at both Legal Services for New York – Brooklyn Branch and New York Legal Assistance Group, Stephanie became the acting director and managing attorney at Community Law Center (now Law Center for Families) in Oakland, California. During her time in California, Stephanie also provided direct representation to clients in family law proceedings throughout Alameda County. Stephanie returned to New York and became the executive director of Legal Information for Families Today (LIFT), an organization devoted to helping individuals navigate the New York City child welfare and family court systems. Stephanie is currently a member of the Domestic Violence Committee of the New York City Bar.

Stephanie graduated from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law where she was involved in various public interest activities. She was a senior editor of the Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal and a member of Cardozo’s Bet Tzedek Legal Services Clinic. At graduation, Stephanie received the Jonathan A. Weiss Award for Public Interest.
Faculty: Michelle Adams, Ed Stein, Ekow Yankah

Professors Michelle Adams, Edward Stein, and Ekow Yankah were instrumental in energizing and organizing the Cardozo community to participate in election protection efforts for the November 2008 Presidential election.  With the assistance of these three professors, approximately fifty Cardozo students were trained in election law and served as poll monitors in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York.  These professors’ ability to engage such a large group of students to use their training in furtherance of protecting the right to vote is testament to their commitment to the public interest and ability to inspire that same commitment in others.

Professor Adams serves as an advisor to the Cardozo chapter of the National Lawyers Guild.  Prior to entering academia, Professor Adams was a staff attorney at the Legal Aid Society, Civil Appeals and Law Reform Unit.  Professor Adams has received several awards for her civil rights work, including the CUNY Law School Public Interest Law Association Alumni Award for Public Service, the Staten Island NAACP Thurgood Marshall Award for Achievement in Civil Rights Litigation, and the Law Students Civil Rights Research Council Summer Internship Award.

Professor Stein serves as the faculty advisor for Cardozo's OUTLaw chapter, is the founding member of QYU, an organization for LGBT faculty, administrators, and staff at Yeshiva University, and is on the selection committee for the Association of the Bar of the City of New York Minority Fellowship Program.  Professor Stein also co-chairs the New York Sexuality and Gender Workshop, the New York Area Emerging Family Law Scholars Workshop, and is a member of LeGal, a New York-area group for LGBT rights, and a member of the LGBT Rights Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York.

Continuing his long-standing commitment to the Unemployment Action Center, Professor Yankah is currently the faculty advisor for the Cardozo chapter.  As a law student, Professor Yankah was honored as the Advocate of the Year and later served as Co-Chair and a member of the Regional Board of Directors.  Prior to entering academia, Professor Yankah mentored high school students, worked with the Harlem Children's Zone and on the campaign of David Soares, the current D.A. of Albany County.  Professor Yankah is currently the Recruiting Chair of the New York Democratic Lawyers Council, a voter protection and voting rights organization, and a member of its steering committee and law school outreach program.
Staff: Paulette Crowther

Paulette Crowther is the associate director of Communications and Public Affairs at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. 

Ms. Crowther is an active contributor to her community outside of Cardozo.  Her family has sponsored a young child in the most impoverished region of Brazil for the last eight years. Ms. Crowther was a regular participant in anti-war demonstrations during the Bush administration.  During the 2008 election process, she traveled to Philadelphia to canvas and assist in voter registration and also contributed to phone-banking efforts, reaching out to voters in Ohio and Florida. 

In addition to her civic efforts, Ms. Crowther is passionate about sustaining the environment and beautifying our city.  She has tended to the flower garden in Washington Market Park for over 25 years. 

Third-Year Student: Zach Pall

Zach Pall has demonstrated a long-standing commitment to public service. Among several previous honors, Mr. Pall received a Community Service Award in Community Mediation and was a nominee for the Reebok Human Rights Award. 

Prior to law school, Mr. Pall assisted in compiling testimony from Holocaust survivors for the Yale University Fortunoff Holocaust Archives.  He also organized symposia and provided administrative assistance for the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions.  Since embarking on his career in law, Mr. Pall has served as an intern in the Chambers of the Honorable Robert H. Whaley and in the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.  He is currently a conference organizer for the Program in Holocaust and Human Rights Studies as well as a student leader for Cardozo’s Public Service Scholars Program, a role in which he serves as a great mentor for first and second-year students who are similarly passionate about pursuing interests in public service work. 

Special recognition to members of the Classes of 2004-2008 who work in the public sector and/or perform significant pro bono work.

2004

Elliot Gardner, Dechert LLP

Joni Kletter, Meyer, Souzzi, English, & Klein
Jonathan Lenzner, Manhattan District Attorney’s Office

Hara Robrish, The Legal Aid Society

Fred Hough, Bronx Defender Service

2005

Benjamin Burger, The Legal Aid Society

David Fried, Legislator, County of Rockland and Village of Hillburn

Marianna Salz, Jewish Relief Agency
David Silva, Selfhelp Community Services, Inc.

Scott Stamper, MFY Legal Services, Mental Health Law Project
2006

David Bernstein, The Legal Aid Society of Nassau County, Appeals Bureau

Marva Brown, The Legal Aid Society, Bronx Criminal Division

Megan Burrows Carpenter, New York City Law Department

Donna Erez, Child Permanency Mediation Program, NYC Family Court

Vanessa Facio-Lince, New York City Law Department

Gloria Garcia, Manhattan District Attorney’s Office
Gray Kaufman, Staten Island Legal Defense Service

Rachel Nataneli, New York Legal Assistance Group
Jenny Park, Richmond County District Attorney’s Office

Stephanie Siaw, New York City Law Department

Melissa Sussman, Manhattan District Attorney’s Office

Norah Van Dusen, The Legal Aid Society

Pamela Walitt, New York State Unified Court System

Jason Weinstein, Nassau District Attorney’s Office

2007

George Depountis, The Legal Aid Society

Elizabeth Gamble, Manhattan Legal Services

Evan Hudson-Plush, Cohen, Weiss and Simon LLP

Sarah Hudson-Plush, Center for Family Representation

Lindsey James, New York City Law Department

Merav Lichtenstein, Deputy Attorney General

Alexandra Meeks, The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice

Stephanie Oddo, King’s County District Attorney’s Office 

2008

Brian Baum, The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice

Paula Birnberg, InMotion

Evan Bloom, The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice

Talia Boncy, Queens District Attorney’s Office 

Wesley Cheng, Manhattan District Attorney’s Office 

Ariella Goldstein, New York Legal Assistance Group

Chris Howell-Little, US Court of Appeals, Second Circuit

Tara Ladd, Bronx District Attorney’s Office

Caroline Piela-Cohen, New York City Housing Authority

Jess Rao, Center for Family Representation

Lydia Ross, The Legal Aid Society

Matthew Schneider*, Proskauer Rose LLP

Irv Schwartz, MFY Legal Services

Jessica Wisniewski, New York City Law Department

Shanel Wood, New York City Law Department
*Contributes a significant amount of pro bono work.

Many members of the Cardozo Community are making wonderful contributions in the interest of serving the greater good. We recognize some members of the faculty whose contributions are especially notable:

Peter L. Markowitz, Director of the Immigration Justice Clinic. 

Professor Markowitz co-authored an Amicus Brief in Support of a Motion to Reconsider the Attorney General’s Surprise Decision in Matter of Silva-Trevino, co-founded the Immigration Freedom Fund; serves on the board of the Bronx Defender Freedom Fund, and is a member of Judge Katzman’s Working Group on Immigration Representation. Professor Markowitz is also a member of the American Immigration Law Foundation’s Supreme Court Immigration Law Working Group.

Carlton M. Smith, Director of the Tax Clinic. 

Professor Smith recently composed a letter to the State legislature proposing a statutory fix to current laws in the interest of benefiting low-income taxpayers; wrote an article objecting the Tax Court position regarding the appealability of “S” cases. Professor Smith has also proposed an amendment to the Internal Revenue Code to allow refund suits to be brought by indigent taxpayers who are unable to pay the rest of the full tax owed. 

Ellen Yaroshefsky, Director, Jacob Burns Center for Ethics in the Practice of Law.

Professor Yaroshefsky is a co-advisor to the Public Service Scholars Program and is a board member and on the executive committee of the Center for Constitutional Rights.  Professor Yaroshefsky regularly runs CLE programs for public service organizations.  She is a Parent Mentor for the Second Nature Wilderness Program, serves as a Pro Bono Ethics advisor to former students and attorneys, serves as Co-Chair of the Criminal Justice Section Ethics Committee for the American Bar Association, participates in the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Defense Lawyers Hotline, and is on the New York County Lawyers Professional Responsibility Committee.















