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The School
Founded as a public university in 1992, the University of Roma Tre (R3) has 32 departments and 40,000 students.  Its emphasis on innovation that focuses on quality teaching, and its strategy of offering a wide-range of courses, has in a short time given it a reputation of a dynamic institution with national and international acclaim. The Law Faculty, established in 1996 and consistently ranked between three and five among Italian law faculties, enrolls 6000 students.

The system of legal education in Italy is quite different than that in the United States.  The program is a five-year undergraduate program.  Some classes, especially in the first year, can consist of upwards of 300 people, and there is little interaction even in the smaller classes between the students and the faculty in the lectures.  All exams are oral, but may be taken multiple times if students miss them or do poorly in them.

Studying Law at Roma Tre (SLR3) is sort of a special faculty within the larger law faculty, where approximately three-four courses and two-four seminars are taught in English and are small – usually less than 25 students – and more personalized attention is allotted to students.  However, some of the tendencies and traditions formed within the Italian university culture will show, and thus students may experience a blend of familiar experience with features of a large Italian public university.  Because R3 students are required to fulfill a requirement in “legal English,” many of the students in these classes will be Italian degree-seeking students, though there may also be a limited number of American law students coming from the two other American law school exchange partners. 
Location
Rome is Italy’s capital city and among the most visited cities in the world.   A bustling modern metropolis of nearly three million people, it is also steeped in over 2500 years of history still evident all over the city.  Art, architecture, religion and government all converge here.  

Roma Tre’s Law Faculty is located in south-central Rome, just a mile south of the third century Aurelian Wall on one of Rome’s ancient roads, Via Ostiense.  Click here for the location on Google maps.  

According to “Let’s Go,” “[t]he working-class neighborhood of Testaccio is known for its cheap trattorie and raucous nightclubs. The area centers around the castle-like Porta San Paolo, a remnant of the Aurelian walls built in the AD third century to protect Rome from barbarians. Another attraction is the colossal Piramide di Gaius Cestius, the namesake of the Metrostop/train station. Piramide also shuttles droves of sun-loving Romans to the beach on the weekends, so don’t be surprised if you’re sitting next to bathing-suit-clad signore on the metro. Ostiense is the district south of Testaccio and is made up of mostly apartment buildings and industrial complexes.” Today, this means Roma Tre’s neighborhood offers affordable housing,, shopping and dining combined with easy commuting to Rome’s historic center.  In fact, numerous points of interest lie within walking distance from campus.
As Rome has gained popularity as a tourist spot so has it become notorious for pick-pocketing.  This means, carry as little cash as possible and keep other valuables in a safe place at home.  Use your big city common sense.  Avoid dark alleys at night and metro stations.

Calendar
Cardozo students may study at Rome Tre in either the fall or spring semesters, provided sufficient coursework is available. The fall semester generally runs from the end of September until the end of December; the spring semester is generally March through June. See the current calendar at http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/courses.php. 

However, be advised that transcripts will not be available in time for the July bar exam for 3Ls studying abroad during their final semester.   Only 3Ls not planning to take the July Bar Exam will be permitted to study at Roma Tre during their final semester.


Application
After receiving approval from Cardozo for study at the University of Roma Tre, selected students must submit two applications—one to SLR3 application available at http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/contact.php (select Application Form for non Roma Tre students) and one to the international student office (called the “student mobility office” at http://europa.uniroma3.it/progateneo/dotnet/incoming_am/application_form_am.aspx .  Application deadlines are June 30 for the fall semester and October 30 for the spring semester.
Language of Instruction
Though most courses at the Faculty of Law are taught in Italian, the courses at SLR3 are in English. Though Cardozo students should be able to get a full semester of coursework in English, there will be very limited choice of courses.
Courses
Courses generally focus on European Union Law.  Information about course offerings and course descriptions are available one semester in advance at http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/courses.php.
Credit
Students will receive 12 credits towards the law degree for 28 ECTS at Roma Tre.  In order to receive credit, students must submit their proposed course selections in writing to the Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs prior to departure, and must confirm their final registration as soon as it is done in Rome and while there is still an opportunity to make changes to their schedules.   The acceptance of any credit or grade for any courses taken at the University of Roma Tre program is subject to approval, and any changes must be communicated immediately to the Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs.   Only the credits and not the grades will transfer per ABA requirements, and the grades will not count toward honors and awards (such as graduation prizes or degree rankings, such as cum laude, magna cum laude and summa cum laude). 
Please note that students who spend a semester on exchange may have the opportunity to return to Roma Tre for an additional semester following graduation from Cardozo; please ask the program director at Roma Tre for details.
Registration 
· At Cardozo
Once approved, students must register during their regularly scheduled registration time for 12 credits of generic study abroad through the Office of the Registrar. Registration must be done in person, via fax to 212.790.0241 or as a pdf attachment to brookdaleregistrar@yu.edu.  The fax or pdf must include the student’s name, Student ID number, a request to register for 12 credits of study abroad with the name of the host institution, and the student’s signature.

· At Roma Tre

Course- and Seminar- syllabi are finalized one semester in advance and are generally accurate and placed online at the SLR3 website by July 1 for the fall term and by November 1 for the spring term.  Students notify SLR3 of the courses they intend to take either on their application form or by email to Silvia Passarelli at lawschool@uniroma3it, and confirm this with Professor Spitzmiller on arrival.

In addition, all students must make an appointment with the mobility office to matriculate into the university upon arrival.  Email intern.mobility@uniroma3.it for an appointment shortly before departure. See http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/contact.php under “International Students Registration at University of Roma Tre” for details.  Among other administrative tasks, you will receive a “libretto” during this session which will be the booklet in which your faculty will record your grades at the end of the semester.  
Evaluation and Grading System
Students may be evaluated on any combination of class participation, oral presentations, papers and exams, both in-class and take-home, or by other requirements set forth by the instructor(s).
Grades are distributed on a 30-point scale, with 30 being the highest. The minimum grade for transfer to Cardozo is a 24. The grading corresponds generally to the following scale:

	A-
	30

	B+
	28

	B
	27

	B-
	26

	C+
	25

	C
	24

	D+
	22

	D
	20

	D-
	18

	F
	Failing


Transcript

Students must request two copies of their official transcript to be sent to Graduate and International Programs, 55 Fifth Avenue Room 1007, New York, NY 10003 prior to departure from the program. It is good practice to request a personal copy as well for your records.
Italian Language Study

At Rome Tre:
Students are encouraged to take an intensive Italian language courses before the start of the semester (no transfer credit is available for these) at the CLA (University Language Center).  Information on these courses is available at http://www.cla.uniroma3.it/LinguaItaliana-SchemaCorsiEN.aspx. In addition, there is a guided self-study available throughout the semester for students who wish to study independently. 

Outside the University:

Roma Tre suggest students research Italiaidea for Italian language classes: 

http://www.italiaidea.com/
Credits earned through Italian language study are not transferrable to the Cardozo degree.
Housing
There is no dormitory available to exchange students at Roma Tre.  Visiting students find accommodation in apartments in and around the city.   The University of Roma Tre has a connection with a private agency, CTS (www.cts.it) , which provides free assistance for foreign students in Rome to look for accommodation in town.  Incoming exchange students are instructed to contact Mr. Tiziano Sbaraglia at CTS for assistance at Erasmus@cts.it.  Be aware that student-level apartments in Rome are often smaller and less luxurious and modern as those to which you might be accustomed in the US. Apartments are often rented without a telephone or internet.


The cheapest housing can sometimes be a room in a family's apartment. These can be found for around $925 per month and often includes full board and sandwiches, when you will not be eating at home. Nicer situations cost more.  Sometimes it is difficult to study, either from lack of space, not enough quiet, or too much temptation to speak with family members.

Please be sure to read about housing under “Practical Information” at the “Contact Us” page: http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/contact.php on the SLR3 website, particularly about advance fees/deposits for securing a lease and for avoiding scams that prey on foreigners.
Under no circumstances should you arrive in Rome from the U.S. without a reservation for the night of your arrival.
Health and Safety
Insurance

Students must provide proof of health insurance coverage for their program in Roma Tre. Non-EU students must show evidence of a certified health insurance coverage (it is recommended to have a copy certified by the Italian Consulate or Embassy in the home country.)  ASL (Aziende Sanitarie Locali, Local Health Care Agencies) provide health services and are located all around the city.  Students may register at their local ASLs to obtain temporary health cards, which enable them to register for care by a general practitioner. 

In Rome, for minor emergency medical care, the best option is to go to the “guardia medica” at Via Morosini in Trastevere, fairly close to Roma Tre, open 24 hours per day.  It is located in the "ex ospedale Nuovo Regina Margherita," at Via Morosini 30, near Viale Trastevere. (06-570600). 

International SOS

In addition, students studying abroad are required to register with International SOS, a 24-hour international medical, security and travel assistance program, which provides local expertise, advice on medical and security pre-travel issues, and emergency assistance during critical illness, accident, or civil unrest.  It is also a one-stop repository for all of your important information, including passport number, emergency contacts, medical history, and so on.  Registration at http://www.internationalsos.com/MasterPortal/default.aspx?membnum=11BYSG000013
is in two steps:

1. Activate your record: This is registration of your name, passport information, and emergency contacts.  You should also include medical history and upload important documents (including a copy of your passport) here.  

2. Register your trip: This is where you put details of your travel outside the United States.  

Visa
A study visa is not required for U.S. students who study abroad for up to 90 days. A study visa is required for students who participate in long-term programs that are more than 90 days Students must secure a student visa prior to departure from the United States, which can take time. Students must apply for the visa through their home consulate and are responsible to check for the most updated application requirements.  Among the requirements is an acceptance letter from the University of Roma Tre, a letter of verification of enrollment from Cardozo, and a letter of admission to the study abroad program at Cardozo.  Students should promptly make arrangements to get the visa immediately upon receiving the documents from Roma Tre.  Upon arrival in Rome, all foreign students must obtain a permit to reside in Italy.

Please see the following links for information on visas through the Italian Consulate in New York:

General Information: http://www.consnewyork.esteri.it/Consolato_NewYork/Menu/I_Servizi/Per_chi_si_reca_in_italia/
Student visa instructions: 

http://www.consnewyork.esteri.it/Consolato_NewYork/Menu/I_Servizi/Per_chi_si_reca_in_italia/visas_to_enter.htm
If the above link doesn’t work, visit 

http://www.consnewyork.esteri.it/Consolato_NewYork/Menu/I_Servizi/Per_chi_si_reca_in_italia/ and choose “Visa Types/Documents Required” and then “Study”.
General information on applying for an Italian visa: http://www.esteri.it/visti/index_eng.asp

Cost of Living
The following is a general guide to living costs for the semester, calculated for a three-month stay:

Semester’s Housing (including rental deposit):   €2800 - €4000 (apartment); €1200 - €2000  (room)

Gas/Electricity/Telephone: €600/1200 

Food & Groceries: €10/20 per day or €900 – 1800 per semester circa

Medical: private medical assistance can be expensive but basic health care is free.  

Transport: student’s monthly pass to use Bus and Subway in Rome costs € 18.00 (€54 per term)

Before You Go
Both the international student office and SLR3 have gathered a great deal of practical information to prepare students for their semester of study.  Please be sure to print out and bring the following documents with you: http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/forms/2010/GuidaICS_completa[1].pdf http://europa.uniroma3.it/progateneo/doc/File/Matriculation.doc

See also the material under “Practical information” at the following link: 

http://www.giur.uniroma3.it/studying_law/contact.php 

A General Note on Study Abroad
Studying at a foreign university will not feel like studying at home—this is why it is such an enriching experience. Often, campus services and procedures are very different from those students are used to in the United States, which can be confusing and frustrating for students not accustomed to them. Flexibility, patience and a willingness to spend extra time figuring things out are crucial to a positive study abroad experience.
Helpful Hints from Former Participants 

· The school is not in the best area of Rome; the neighborhood is a bit run-down

· The students are likely younger than law students at Cardozo; former participants have reported making most friends outside of school
· Rome is an expensive city in which to live

Program Contacts
Prof. Rebecca Spitzmiller,

Program Coordinator, 

“Studying Law at Roma Tre” (SLR3)

rspitzmiller@uniroma3.it 


Administrative Assistant for “Studying Law at Roma Tre” (SLR3)

Silvia Passarelli

mpassarelli@uniroma3.it, 

Phone:  (+39) 06-57332445


Facoltà di Giurisprudenza

Università degli Studi di Roma Tre 

via Ostiense 161, 

00154 Rome, ITALY
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